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Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk during meetings in the Oval Office of the 
White House in Washington, D.C. on March 12. 


Obama meets 
Yatsenyuk at 
White House 


(RFE/RL)—In a strong show 
of support, U.S. President Barack 
Obama has met Ukraine’s Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk at the 
White House. 

Obama told the Ukrainian leader 
that Washington will stand with 
Ukraine in ensuring that its terri- 
torial integrity is maintained. 

“We have been very clear that we 
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consider the Russian incursion into 
Crimea, outside of its bases, to be 
a violation of international law, of 
international agreements of which 
Russia is a signatory, and a viola- 
tion of the territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of Ukraine,” he said 
after the meeting on March 12. 

Obama added that the West 
would be forced to “apply a cost” 
if Russian President Vladimir Pu- 
tin did not change course in the dis- 
pute over Ukraine. 

Yatsenyuk said his government 
is ready for talks, but will not aban- 
don its fight to protect Ukraine’s 
sovereignty: 

“Tt’s all about freedom,” he said. 
“We fight for our freedom, we fight 
for our independence , we fight for 
our sovereignty and we will never 
surrender. “ 

The meeting in the White House 
came just days ahead of a refer- 
endum in Ukraine’s Crimea, now 
controlled by pro-Russian forces, 
on the region’s joining Russia. 

Obama said the United States 
would not recognize a referendum 
which he said would be illegal. But 
he said he hoped that last-ditch dip- 
lomatic efforts might lead to a "те- 
thinking” of the planned vote. 

Earlier on March 12, the leaders 
of the G7 group of advanced econ- 
omies told Russia it risks facing 
international action unless it stops 
its moves toward the “annexation” 
of Crimea. 

A statement from the seven na- 
tions released from the White House 
said a referendum on joining Russia, 
scheduled for this weekend, “would 
have no legal effect” and they won’t 
recognize its results. It said Russia 
must “cease all efforts to change the 
status of Crimea.” 

The statement from the leaders 
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Protest in Crimea 


Ukrainians held a (mostly) silent protest in Simferopol March 13 to protest Russian-imposed censorship and 
restrictions on media and speech and to demand a Russian withdrawal, standing with tape over their mouths 


and holding blank sheets of paper. 


Russia still building up troops in 
Crimea and at Ukrainian borders 


(Interfax-Ukraine/UkrNews)—As this issue went to 
press, March 13, the Russian Federation was continu- 
ing to build up its military presence on the Crimean 
territory, and build ups of troops have also been spot- 
ted near the Ukrainian-Russian border, according to 
the Foreign Ministry of Ukraine. 

“The Russian Federation continues building up its 
military presence in the Crimea. We are particularly 
concerned about the activity of Russian Air Force. We 
are also concerned with the Ukrainian border in the 
direction of Sumy and Chernihiy regions, and troops 
gathering at the border with Belarus [intersection of 
borders of three countries],” said Spokesman of the 
Foreign Ministry Yevhen Perebyinis during the brief- 
ing on March 12. 

In addition, he said that “there have been further ad- 
vances of Russian Armed Forces and Black Sea Fleet 


units into the territory of the Autonomous Republic of 
Crimea and an increase in amounts of military equip- 
ment in the west and north parts of the peninsula.” 

Besides, Perebyinis added, “The building of forti- 
fied structures and development of checkpoints at the 
entrance to the Crimea are still ongoing.” 

According to the ministry’s spokesman, people 
wearing uniforms without insignias, along with Cos- 
sacks, seized the building of the state border service in 
Yevpatoria on March 11. 

In addition the Foreign Ministry claims they have 
registered the cases of Ukrainian passports of local 
citizens being stolen on the Crimean territory. 

“The passports of local population of the Autonomous 
Republic of Crimea, particularly of urban-type settle- 
ment Perevalne and surrounding villages, are being 
stolen under the disguise of a review,” Perebyinis said. 


Ukrainians answer call to enlist 


By Claire Bigg and Darya Bunyakina 

(RFE/RL, March 04, 20140—The army recruitment 
office in Cherkasy, central Ukraine, has never been so 
busy. 

More than 500 people have already turned up to en- 
roll since Russian President Vladimir Putin declared 
on March 1 the right to invade Ukraine. 

Katerina Shelest, a local recruiting office employ- 
ee, told RFE/RL that “scores of people are showing 
up, including retired officers who have long been de- 
mobilized. Young men are also volunteering. We try to 
enroll everyone.” 

She added that she and her colleagues had worked 
virtually nonstop since Putin’s announcement, “with- 
out lunch breaks, until late at night.” 

Ukraine has put its army on high combat alert and is 
calling up reservists. 

In theory, all men up to 40-years old could be asked 


to join army ranks in the event of a full-blown war 
with Russia, whose military capabilities are Much 
more vast than its neighbor’s. 

The army has had no trouble drumming up popular 
support. 

As Russian forces extend their control of Crimea, 
Ukraine’s strategic Moscow-friendly southern penin- 
sula, volunteers have been queuing up to enlist. 

Andriy Lomtev, a 21-year-old Cherkasy resident, 
was demobilized a year ago after serving in Crimea. 

He decided to show up at the city’s army recruit- 
ment office during his lunch break — hours after his 
own father, 46, signed up as a volunteer. 

“I want to defend my people,” he said. “Some of 
my friends have already enlisted, others are waiting to 
be called up. Our patriotic feelings are roused in such 
emergency situations.” 
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В сьому болючу річницю 
смерти мого дорогого мужа 
бл. п. Стефана Коваля, який 
відійшов у вічність 

6-го березня 2007 р., 

складаю пожертву 5100.00 на 
пресовий фонд Українських 
Вістіей як нев'янучий вінок 
на могилу Покійного. 

Нехай пам'ять про нього буде 
вічно поміж нами! 


Наталка Коваль з родиною 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: (780) 471-4477 Fax: (780) 477-0617 
E-mail:ucss@shaw.ca Website: www.ucss.info 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - a non-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community і 


UCSS is providing various services: 
* counselling and advice 
» information, referral 
¢ translation and interpretation 
* assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
e parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 
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У Криму масові акції 
протесту жінок проти війни 


(Радіо Свобода) - Десятки тисяч кримських 
жінок по всьому Криму вийшли у Міжнародний 
жіночий день 8 березня на акції проти війни і 
російської окупації, за мир та єдність України. 

У майже тисячі населених пунктах автономії 
вони створили сотні живих ланцюжків вздовж 
кримських доріг та автотрас із українськими та 
кримськотатарськими прапорами i гаслами за мир 
та цілісність країни. 

Антивоєнна акція проходила за ініціативи 
кримськотатарських жіночих організацій 1 за по- 
годженням із Меджлісом, однак у ній взяли участь 
жінки різних національностей. 


Такі ж акції за єдність України пройшли в 
Мелітополі та інших населених пунктах Херсон- 
щини, де компактно живуть кримські татари, 

Засловами координатора пікетів, члена Меджлісу 
Еміне Авамілєвої, за попередніми даними у них 
взяли участь від 15 до 20 тисяч кримчанок. Акції 
пройшли без ексцесів, лише під Судаком російські 
козаки, які супроводжували військові автомобілі, 
лаялися на жінок і показували непристойні жести. 

Також 8 березня кілька десятків сімферопольців 
мітингували біля пам'ятника генерала Петра Гри- 
горенка проти російської окупації і за єдність 
України. 


Польща не сприймає рішень 
про розкол України - прем'єр 


(Радіо Свобода) Польща не сприйме кроків, 
які о означатимуть порушення територіальної 
цілісності України, недотримання її суверенітету 
і пересування її кордонів без згоди самої України, 
заявив 11 березня прем'єр-міністр Польщі До- 
нальд Туск. 

Виступаючи на прес-конференції у Варшаві, він 
попередив, що рішення про санкції проти Росії че- 
рез її вторгнення до Криму вже фактично ухвалені. 

За його словами, хоча формально нові санкції 
не запроваджені, але вже є рішення про процедуру 
їхнього запровадження. 

Наслідком стане те, що санкції почнуть діяти 
вже в понеділок, сказав Туск. 


Минулого тижня ЄС запровадив проти Росії пер- 
ший пакет санкцій із пропонованих трьох через її 
воєнне вторгнення до українського Криму, зокрема, 
зупинення підготовки до саміту «Групи восьми» в 
російському Сочі і переговорів про лібералізацію 
візового режиму для громадян Росії та про підготовку 
нової угоди про відносини ЄС i Росії. 

Другим пакетом може стати вже в понеділок за- 
мороження активів і заборони на в'їзд для чільних 
осіб у владі Росії, якщо ставлення Росії до її дій 
в Україні не зміниться. Наразі виглядає, що такої 
зміни не буде. 

В разі потреби Євросоюз також може піти й на 
широкосяжні економічні санкції проти Росії. 


Виступ Януковича збудований 
на брехні - Польща 


(Радіо Свобода) Прем'єр-міністр Польщі До- 
нальд Туск заявив 11 березня, що має негативне 
враження від нової прес-конференції колишнього 
президента України Віктора Януковича, який ви- 
ступив у російському Ростові-на-Дону. 

На думку Туска, виступ Януковича був збудо- 
ваний на брехні. «Міжнародна спільнота не може 
схвалити спроби поділу України. Сподіваюся, світ 
буде солідарний... Не може бути згоди на дії, які 
де-факто мають знищити незалежність України», 
- заявив голова уряду Польщі. 

Туск вважає, що інтерпретування Януковичем 
подій в Україні асоціюється з «найгіршими часа- 
ми». Голова польського уряду наголосив: «Чим 
частіше Янукович говорить такі слова як «фа- 
шисти» на адресу нової української влади, тим 
частіше виникає враження, що це стосується його 
самого». 


Дональд Туск повідомив, що впровадження 
санкцій проти Росії ймовірне після 17 березня 

Він також додав: «На підставі того, що ми 
спостерігаємо у Криму та в Москві, виникає вра- 
ження, що продовжується певний етап заплано- 
ваного Росією. Як на мене, ситуація ще ніколи не 
була настільки серйозною, як на даний момент. 
Кожен наступний день може принести зростан- 
ня напруженості. Сподіваюся, що метод «крок 
за кроком», який застосовує Росія, щоб ослабити 
Україну, не приспить увагу світу. Мусимо постійно 
підтримувати Україну». 

Водночас Туск висловив сумнів у тому, що угода 
про асоціацію ЄС з Україною буде підписана ще до 
21 березня, тобто перед самітом ЄС у Брюсселі. На 
його думку, політичну частину угоди підпишуть 
після європейської зустрічі у верхах. Проте, 
сподівається Туск, це станеться ще в березні. 


У Донецьку затримали 
самопроголошеного «губернатора» 


(Радіо Свобода) --6 березня вночі в Донецьку 
затримали  самопроголошеного  проросійського 
«губернатора» Павла Губарєва. Про це повідомляє 
кореспондент Радіо Свобода з посиланням на дже- 
рела в правоохоронних органах. 

Інформація про арешт Павла Губарєва разом із 
ще 70 учасниками захоплення облдержадміністрації 
надійшлаблизько 6:00, зараз Радіо Свобода намагається 
з'ясувати деталі. Цього тижня СБУ відкрила провад- 
ження щодо лідера донецьких сепаратистів. 

Також, за неофіційними даними, правоохоронці 
взяли під контроль захоплену у середу будівлю 


облдержадміністрації, над нею знову майорить 
національний прапор України. Від російських 
триколорів очистили і головну площу Донецька. 

Вночі проросійські радикали спробували захо- 
пити приміщення регіонального телеканалу «Дон- 
бас». Спроба не була успішною, через вторгнення 
ефір довелося перервати, але телеканал не перей- 
шов під контроль нападників. 

Цим подіям передували сутички після завер- 
шення у Донецьку мітингів, учасники одного з 
яких виступали за єдність України, іншого — 3a 
приєднання Донбасу до Росії. 
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Canada condemns Russian 
invasion and referendum 


(UkrNews)—Canada has condemned both the Rus- 
sian invasion of Crimea and the referendum on joining 
Russia to be held March 16. 

“Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is an act of aggres- 
sion, a clear violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty, and of 
international law. Canada will not recognize a referen- 
dum held in a region currently under illegal military 
occupation,” he stated March 6. 

“We will continue to view the situation in Ukraine 
with the gravest concern and will continue to cooperate 
closely with our G-7 partners and like-minded allies.” 

The following day he expanded on that theme. 

“Canada continues to condemn in the strongest 
terms President Putin’s military invasion of Ukraine. 

“Today, our Government is taking additional meas- 
ures to further increase pressure on President Putin 
and the Russian Federation to withdraw its troops to 
their bases by imposing a travel ban against a number 
of individuals responsible for threatening the territor- 
ial integrity and sovereignty of Ukraine. This ban will 
prevent these individuals from travelling to Canada. 

“We remain extremely concerned about the on- 
going crisis and continue to call for Russia to respect 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.” 

March 5 he said: “Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is a 


clear violation of international law.” 

“As such, today I am announcing that we are sus- 
pending our participation in the Canada-Russia Inter- 
governmental Economic Commission (IEC), estab- 
lished to promote economic relations between Canada 
and Russia. 

“Also, at Ukraine’s request, Canada, along with a 
number of other member countries of the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), will 
participate in an important military observer mission, 
which has been formed to report on military activities 
in the Crimean peninsula. 

“Canada is contributing two military observers who 
are deploying to Ukraine now. 

“And at the request of the Prosecutor General of 
Ukraine, we will freeze the assets of members of the 
Yanukovych regime. 

“Our actions with respect to the IEC, the freezing of 
assets of corrupt Ukrainian officials held in Canada, 
and our involvement in the OSCE mission are further 
examples of our support for Ukraine and our goal of 
stabilizing the tense situation in Crimea. 

“President Putin must now immediately withdraw 
his forces to their bases and refrain from further pro- 
vocative and dangerous actions.” 


Ukraine’s Acting Foreign 
Minister is a U of A graduate 


(CIUS)—The revolutionary situation in Ukraine 
has placed new people in charge of important govern- 
ment portfolios. One of the appointments made on 
Feb. 27 is that of Апагії Deshchytsia, who now heads 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs as Acting For- 
eign Minister. 

Deshchytsia graduated with a master’s degree from 
the Department of History at the University of Alberta 
in 1995 following the successful defense of his mas- 
ter’s thesis, “The Rise of Multi-Party Systems in Po- 
land and Ukraine,” written under the supervision of 
Professor John-Paul Himka. 

Prior to his tenure as a graduate student at the de- 
partment (1993-95), Deshchytsia held the Neporany 
Fellowship offered by the Canadian Foundation for 
Uksainian Studies and administered by the Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies (U of A). As its holder 
in 1992-93, Deshchytsia conducted research at the 
U of A “Problems of Transition from Totalitarianism 


to Democracy: Ukraine, 1989-91.” Deshchytsia also 
worked as a research assistant at CIUS during this per- 
iod. It was during his stay at CIUS that Deshchytsia 
passed the TOEFL examinations and was then admit- 
ted as a graduate student by the Department of History 
to pursue a master’s degree. 

Following his return to Ukraine, Deshchytsia began 
his career at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, working 
first as press secretary and first secretary of Ukraine’s 
embassy in Poland. From 1999 to 2001 he was senior 
coordinator of the Poland-America-Ukraine Cooper- 
ation Initiative in Ukraine. From 2001 to 2006 he 
worked as counselor in Ukraine’s embassy in Fin- 
land and then in Poland. From 2006 to 2008 he was a 
spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign A ffairs. From 
2008 to 2012 he served as Ukraine’s ambassador to 
Finland. Most recently, in 2013, he was posted to the 
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
as the Chair’s Special Representative for conflicts. 


Baird speaks with Turkish, Italian counterparts 


(UkrNews)—Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird 
on March 7 spoke with Turkish Foreign Minister Ah- 
met Davutoglu, and Italian Foreign Minister Federica 
Mogherini about the current situation in Ukraine. 

Baird briefed the two ministers separately on his 
trip to Kyiv, and discussions he held with Ukrainian 
leaders the previous week. 

Baird spoke with Minister Davutoglu about the dan- 
gerous situation in Crimea, and both Minister’s agreed 
that Moscow must respect Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity. They also spoke about how the 
situation in Crimea could risk destabilizing the region. 

Ministers Baird and Davutoglu concluded their discus- 
sion by reiterating both countries’ concern for the pro- 


tection of the rights of minority groups on the Crimean 
peninsula, including Crimean Tatars and reaffirmed their 
commitment to peace and stability in Ukraine. 

On the call with his Italian counterpart, Baird con- 
gratulated Mogherini on her recent appointment as 
foreign minister. 

Minister Mogherini briefed Baird on the EU Special 
Council Session discussions on Ukraine, as well as re- 
cent talks in Paris on the margins of the Conference on 
Lebanon. 

Both shared their views that a peaceful, political 
solution must be found to ease tensions, and that both 
Canada and Italy cannot accept a foreign military pres- 
ence in Crimea. 


Goldring calls for UN involvement in Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—Edmonton East Member of Parliament 
Peter Goldring says if the United Nations fails to inter- 
vene in the ongoing crisis in Ukraine “then what use is 
it, why even have a United Nations if it won’t deal with 
the flagrant aggression on the part of Russia?” 

Goldring was reacting to news that the Russian 
Navy has scuttled a junked ant-submarine vessel in a 
strategic location that cuts off Ukrainian naval access 
to the Black Sea. “What we have here is a clear viola- 
tion of Ukraine’s sovereignty by the Russians,” Gol- 
dring states. “President Putin was playing a dangerous 
game by suggesting the troops occupying government 
facilities in Crimea couldn’t be Russian because they 
had no Russian insignia on their uniforms. The fact 
they spoke Russian, drove Russian military vehicles 
and flew Russian helicopters was just a coincidence. 


Just like a scrapped Russian Navy ship being towed 
out and sunk where it will prevent the Ukrainian navy 
from going about its legitimate business is just a co- 
incidence. President Putin must think the rest of the 
world are fools” 

Goldring also noted the planned referendum on join- 
ing Russia to be held in Crimea on March 16 is totally 
illegal. “Even if the Crimean Parliament had the au- 
thority to hold such a referendum, to organize some- 
thing like that 10 days is ludicrous. The logistics alone 
are such that a free and fair vote can’t be organized 
that quickly, let alone have adequate opportunity for 
debate. Who counts the ballots? The occupying Rus- 
sian troops? Putin might as well announce the results 
before any balloting is held, because the world already 
knows that such a referendum is a Soviet- style sham.” 
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For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 


484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


Also visit our Liquor Store at the back of the hotel. 
We specialize in Ukrainian Beer and Vodka 


2014 TOURS TO UKRAINE 


Peter Drosdowech’s ALL-INCLUSIVE 16-day small-group tours 
are guided in English and include: airfare, quality hotels, all meals, 
chartered air-conditioned bus and admissions to all events. 


May 2 _ June 13 August 8 September 19 


VancouverlVictoria $5625. Edmonton/Calgary $5525. 


Saskatoon/Regina $5425. Winnipeg $5325. Toronto $5225. 
ALL TAXES & SURCHARGES ARE INCLUDED 


Prices are per person (double occupancy). (Single occupancy: add 5400.) 
Airline/Airport taxes and Medical & Cancellation Insurance are extra. 


email: ToursToUkraine@mts.net 


Full information with photos: 


Toll-free 1 888 269 3013 


www.ToursToUkraine.ca 


The Ukrainian Pioneers Association of Alberta 


is proud to present 


A Promise Kept: 
A Tribute to a Mother’s Love 


By Andriy J. Semotiuk 


A launch to celebrate the publication of a combination memoir, 
biography and family history of Salomea Semotiuk (neé 
Drozdowska, 1911-2006), a Ukrainian immigrant who came to 
Alberta as a postwar refugee in 1947 in pursuit of a better life. 
The author, Salomea’s son, former Edmonton lawyer, Andriy 
Semotiuk, will speak about his mother’s difficult but ultimately 
triumphant life — which he lovingly chronicled to preserve her 
memory and to document the many challenges experienced 
by Ukrainians of her generation. Copies of the book will be 
available for purchase. 


Friday 28 March at 7:30 pm 


Ukrainian Youth Unity Centre. 


9615-153 Avenue 
Edmonton 


The presentation is open to the public and will be preceded 
by a short report on the work of the Ukrainian Pioneers |; 
Association of Alberta and its planned activities for the coming i 
year. Reception to follow. і 


Українці Криму: «Рятуйте 
нас, не кидайте нас!» 


Як я можу Вам допомогти? 


Hon. Thomas А. Lukaszuk 
Minister of Jobs, Skills, Training 
and Labour 

12120 161 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB T5X 5М8 

Phone 780-414-0705 Fax 780-414-0707 
edmonton.castledowns@assembly.ab.ca 


Жертводавці 
на Прес Фонд 


«Українських Вістей» 


www.thomasmla.com 


б /thomaslukaszuk 


@lukaszukMLA 
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(Радіо Свобода) Останні події на Кримсь- 
кому півострові можуть загрожувати насампе- 
ред кримськотатарській та українській громадам 
автономії. Про це за підсумками свого візиту 
до Києва і Криму заявила 7 березня верховний 
комісар ОБСЄ у справах національних меншин 
Астрід Торс. А в п'ятницю українська громада 
Криму закликала світову спільноту захистити 
українську меншину півострова, забезпечити її 
«вільні права на життя в демократичні правовій 
країні». Цього ж дня етнічні українці разом із гро- 
мадянами України інших національностей вийшли 
у Сімферополі на мирну акцію за єдність держави 
i проти російського вторгнення. 

Біля пам'ятника Тарасові Шевченку у п'ятницю 
зібралися кілька сотень кримчан. Не дуже багато, 
але, як пояснила місцева жителька Оксана, люди 
бояться, бо в Криму «уже не діють жодні зако- 
ни, багато нападів, провокацій, приїжджі козаки 
i місцеві радикали ведуть себе нахабно і бруталь- 
но». 

Але все ж люди прийшли. «Ми все ж вчергове 
хочемо показати, що тут велика кількість адекват- 
них людей, Україно, будь ласка, підтримуй Hac, не 
кидай нас - це дуже важливо!», - зазначила Окса- 
на. 

Учасники акції «За мир та єдність України» три- 
мали в руках українські 1 кримськотатарські пра- 
пори, а також білі повітряні кульки, які потім ви- 
пустили в небо. Туди ж злетіли інші символи миру 
- голуби. Під час заходу його учасники молилися і 
співали українських пісень. 

Як повідомив голова Всекримської української 
ради Андрій Щекун, люди прийшли на акцію, 
щоб висловити свій протест проти вторгнення 
на півострів російських військ і проти незакон- 


но призначеного референдуму. За його словами, 
кримчани в умовах російської окупації і беззакон- 
ня відчувають себе незахищеними і потребують 
підтримки. 

Андрій ШЩекун закликав українську владу, 
міжнародні організації і світову спільноту «вжи- 
ти заходів для захисту українського і кримськота- 
тарського населення півострова, громадян України 
інших національностей в окупованому Криму, де 
владу узурпують російські маріонетки». 

Інших виступів Ha акції небуло, окрімемоційного 
слова архієпископа Сімферопольського і Кримсь- 
кого УПЦ Київського патріархату владики Кли- 
мента. 

«Я звертаюся до всього світу: захистіть нас! 
Не покидайте нас! Чи ви хочете нового Гітлера в 
Європі?!» - закликав владика Климент. 

Тим часом з нового кримського уряду надійшло 
повідомлення про скасування всіх ювілейних 
заходів до 200-річчя Тараса Шевченка. Цю 
інформацію підтвердити не вдалося, бо весь день 
телефони Міністерства культури Криму мовчали. 
Зате факт відключення в автономії українських 
телеканалів - цілком реальний. До відімкнених 
учора-позавчора ТРК «Чорноморська» телеканалів 
«l+1» і «5 каналу» сьогодні додалися «Інтер» i 
«Перший національний», а під вечір - «СТБ». 
Водночас, у Севастополі відключили ТРК ВМС 
України «Бриз». 

Андрій Щекун відзначає, що кримські українці 
в умовах російської анексії залишилися найбільш 
незахищеною частиною кримського населення. 
Втім, він відзначив, що ОБСЄ вустами Астрід 
Tope вперше за останні два десятиліття побічно 
визнала дискримінаційний стан української мен- 
шини в Криму. 


Путіна можна перемогти 
залізною волею — посол Литви 


(Радіо Свобода) -Посол Литви в Україні Пя- 
трас Вайтекунас закликає західних 1 російських 
дипломатів приїхати до Криму і допомогти кримсь- 
ким татарам подолати страх і захистити цих людей. 
Про це пан Вайтекунас заявив в інтерв'ю Радіо 
Свобода. За словами пана Вайтекунаса, який зараз 
перебуває у Криму, ситуація на півострові є напру- 
женою 1 небезпечною. Донські козаки, сербські чет- 
ники та привезені чеченці, що знаходяться в АРК, 
можуть стати «третьою силою, яка здатна піти на 
провокації», вважає Пятрас Вайтекунас. 

- Пане Вайтекунас, Ви зараз перебуваєте у 
Сімферополі. Наскільки там безпечно зокрема для 
кримських татар та українців, оскільки ми знаємо 
про випадки викрадень? 

- З першого погляду тут все спокійно. Але під 
цією спокійною оболонкою, ситуація дуже на- 
пружена і небезпечна. Росія порушує світовий 
порядок, який був встановлений після Другої 
світової війни, порушується міжнародне право 1 
застосовується неприкрита агресія проти України 
і проти Криму. 

— Зараз деякі українці з Криму та кримські тата- 
ри говорять, що Україна їх не захищає. Як би зараз 
держава Україна могла б захистити своїх громадян 
у Криму? 

- Зараз Україну та Крим дуже захищає реакція 
Європи та загалом Заходу, особливо США. Ця 
реакція майже ідеальна. Вона була дуже точною, 
дуже своєчасною, суворою і багатоступеневою. 
Зараз про свою безпеку особливо непокояться 
кримські татари. Ця стурбованість має підгрунтя, 
зокрема історичне. Тут зараз дуже багато донсь- 


ких козаків з Кубані, багато сербських четників, 
є інформація, що сюди привезли і чеченців. Вони 
стають важко контрольованою, або ж зовсім не- 
контрольованою силою, яка може піти на будь-які 
провокації. Тому я би звернувся до європейських 
та західних дипломатів, якщо будуть такі сміливі 
люди, а також до російських дипломатів, особли- 
во тих, хто має татарське коріння, приїхати сюди, 
бути з цими людьми і допомогти їм подолати цей 
страх. Вони мають поїхати у татарські села та бути 
з ними, Це допоможе їм подолати страх і хоч якось 
посилить їхню безпеку. Зараз дуже важливо вийти 
з тієї колії конфліктів, яка встановилася в Абхазії, 
Осетії та Придністров'ї, де пролилося дуже ба- 
гато крові, у деяких місцях були етнічні чистки. 
Тож поки не пролилася кров, поки немає людсь- 
ких жертв, цей конфлікт можна вирішити дипло- 
матично — переговорами, взаємними поступками, 
діалогом. Зараз найважливіше не допустити, щоб 
пролилася кров і з'явилися людські жертви. 

- Пане Вайтекунас, але чи може українська вла- 
да зробити ще щось, окрім того, як апелювати до 
світової спільноти? 

— Знаєте, президента Путіна не можна перемог- 
ти залізом, але його можна перемогти залізною 
волею. Такою волею, яку тут демонструють 
українські військові. Мені відомо лише про два 
випадки, коли ворогу здалися високопоставлені 
військові керівники. Тож потрібно демонстру- 
вати таку волю, об яку розсиплеться і російське 
залізо. Не потрібно піддатися на провокації, зараз 
потрібно зберігати людські життя - це першочер- 
гове завдання. 


В Івано-Франківську протестують проти торгівлі людьми 


(Радіо Свобода) Від з ратуші в  Івано- 
Франківську почався 6 березня автопробіг «Скажи 
«Стоп» торгівлі людьми!». Кілька автомобілів із 
прапорами i надписами «Думай, де ти можеш опи- 
нитися» й телефонами гарячої лінії їздили голов- 
ними вулицями міста та до навчальних закладів. 

Водночас волонтери розповідали людям про те, 
як не стати жертвами работорговців, роздавали 
тематичні матеріали з номерами телефонів, куди 
можна звернутися по допомогу, повідомляє коре- 
спондентка Радіо Свобода. 


За словами виконавчого директора Благодійного 
фонду «Карітас Івано-Франківськ УГКЦ» Наталії 
Козакевич, якщо раніше жертвами торгівлі людь- 
ми на Прикарпатті були в основному жінки, то 
сьогодні 90 відсотків - це чоловіки, які потерпіли 
від трудової експлуатації в Росії, Ізраїлі, Монголії, 
Іраку, Грані. Як приклад, вона назвала історію 
восьми прикарпатців, яких в Ірані змушували 
працювати у 50-градусну спеку, без вихідних, за 
роботу не заплатили - квитки додому їм придбала 
Міжнародна організація з міграції в Грані. 
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Obama meets Yatsenyuk) Ukrainians answer 
at White House 


Cont. from P. 1 


of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Britain and 
the United States — along with the European Council 
and the European Commission — said “further action, 
individually and collectively,” will be taken against 
Russia if it proceeds with what it cailed the "аппеха- 
tion” of Crimea. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel, meanwhile, 
warned that the EU could impose targeted sanctions 
on Russian and Ukrainian officials if efforts at a diplo- 
matic solution fail. 

“Almost a week ago we said if that wasn’t success- 
ful within a few days we'd have to consider a second 
stage of sanctions,” she said. “Six days have gone 
by since then and we have to recognize, even though 
we’ll continue our efforts to form a contact group, that 
we haven’t made any progress.” 

That set of sanctions included suspending visa and 
cooperation negotiations with Russia. 

Speaking after talks with Polish Prime Minister 
Donald Tusk in Warsaw on March 12, Merkel also 
said the political part of a key agreement between 
Ukraine and the European Union could be signed as 
early as the following week. 


She said the accord would be signed “probably at 
the next EU summit” scheduled for March 20-21. 

Deposed Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych’s 
sudden decision not to sign the agreement last Nov- 
ember sparked mass protests that led to the toppling of 
his government and the subsequent Russian interven- 
tion in Crimea. 

On March 12, U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry 
said he will travel to London to meet with his Russian 
counterpart Sergei Lavrov on March 14 in a last-ditch 
effort for a diplomatic solution. 

In related news, a U.S. Senate panel has passed a bill 
authorizing $1 billion in loan guarantees to Ukraine’s 
new government and allowing Washington to impose 
economic penalties on Russian officials responsible 
for the military intervention in Crimea. 

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee approved 
the bill by a 14-3 vote, but the bill must still go to the 
full Senate and then the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives for approval before it could become law. 

The Senate Committee bill stopped short of going 
after Russian banks or energy companies as some 
legislators proposed, giving John Kerry more leeway 
ahead of his talks with Sergei Lavrov. 


Merkel warns Russia of ‘massive’ 
consequences over Crimea 


(RFE/RL)—German Chancellor Angela Merkel has 
warned Russia it risks “massive” political and eco- 
nomic damage over its actions in Crimea. 

Using her strongest language since the start of the 
crisis, Merkel told German lawmakers at the Bundes- 
tag in Berlin on March 13 that “if Russia continues 
on its course of the past weeks, it will not only be a 
catastrophe for Ukraine” but would change the EU’s 
relationship with Russia. 

“Tt is evident,” she said. “The territorial integrity and 
therefore the state unity of Ukraine are openly being 
questioned and hurt. During a period of great uncer- 
tainty in Ukraine, Russia has not acted as a partner for 
stability to its historical, cultural, and economically so 
closely linked neighbor, but it exploits its weakness.” 

Crimea is occupied by Russian forces and a refer- 


endum planned for March 16 could see the peninsula 
annexed by Russia. 

Merkel said Ukraine’s territorial integrity is “not 
up for discussion” and that Russia’s deployment of 
troops to Crimea is a clear breach of international law. 

She said the EU is prepared to impose targeted sanc- 
tions on Russian and Ukrainian officials if Moscow 
refuses to begin “negotiations that achieve results.” 

“Tf Russia continues to destabilize further the situa- 
tion in Ukraine, including the east of Ukraine where 
we see a worrying development, the EU leaders have 
agreed to take further action,” she said. “Measures 
could concern economic cooperation with Russia in 
various aspects. To put it clearly: No one wishes to 


take those measures, but we would all be ready for it |. 


and determined should they become necessary.” 


Hillary Clinton compares Putin to Hitler 


Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on March 
4 compared recent actions by Russian President Vlad- 
imir Putin in the Ukraine to those implemented by 
Adolf Hitler in the late 1930s, reports The Long Beach 
Press Telegram . 

Putin’s desire to protect minority Russians in 
Ukraine is reminiscent of Hitler’s actions to protect 
ethnic Germans outside Germany, she said. 

Putin has been on a campaign to give Russian pass- 
ports to anyone who has Russian connections, Clinton 
said. 

The Russian leader has recently done so in the 
Ukrainian peninsula of Crimea, which, Clinton said, 
is similar to what happened in Nazi Germany in the 
late 1930s. Hitler resettled tens of thousands of ethnic 
Germans who were living in parts of Europe to Nazi 
Germany. 

Clinton made her comments at a private event bene- 
fiting the Boys & Girls Clubs of Long Beach. 

“Now if this sounds familiar, it’s what Hitler did 
back in the 30s,” she said. “All the Germans that were 


.. the ethnic Germans, the Germans by ancestry who 
were in places like Czechoslovakia and Romania 
and other places, Hitler kept saying they’re not be- 
ing treated right. I must go and protect my people and 
that’s what’s gotten everybody so nervous.” 

Putin is a man “who believes his mission is to re- 
store Russian greatness,” Clinton said. 

That includes reasserting control of what used to be 
countries under the former Soviet Union and the War- 
saw Pact; she said. 

“When he looks at Ukraine, he sees a place that he 
believes is by its very nature part of Mother Russia.” 

If Ukraine and Russia are to reach any kind of com- 
promise, negotiations may start in Crimea, Clinton said. 

“Everybody is hoping that there will be a negotia- 
tion but a negotiation that respects Ukraine and doesn’t 
ratify a reoccupation by Russia of Crimea,” she said. 
“So it’s a real nail-biter, right now, but nobody wants 
to up the rhetoric. Everybody wants to cool it in order 
to find a diplomatic solution and that’s what we should 
be trying to do.” 


Defiant Yanukovych says he’ll return to Kyiv 


(RFE/RL)—A defiant Viktor Yanukovych, ousted 
as Ukrainian president, has reiterated from exile that 
he is still the country’s leader and remains commander 
of the country’s armed forces. 

In a short statement delivered from the southern 
Russian city of Rostoy-on-Don, Yanukovych said he 
is sure the armed forces would March 11, refuse to 
obey any “criminal orders” and that he intends to re- 
turn to Kyiv as “circumstances permit,” saying, “I am 
sure it won’t be long.” 

He added: “I want to remind everyone that I remain 
not only the single legitimate president of Ukraine, but 
also the supreme commander in chief [of the armed 
forces]. I did not discontinue my duties before the end of 
my term. I am alive. I have not been removed from my 
post by means defined in the constitution of Ukraine.” 

He denounced the West as “protectors of the dark 


forces” currently in power, calling the current govern- 
ment "а band of ultranationalists and neo-fascists.” He 
said a presidential election set for May is illegal. 

“Tn the U.S. and some other countries, they insist that 
I have lost my legitimacy as the president because I have 
fled the country. I repeat: I have not fled anywhere,” 
Yanukovych said. “At the moment when the government 
buildings and presidential administration were seized by 
radicals, indeed, when they were seizing power in an un- 
constitutional way, with arms in their hands, I was, as 
you all know, in Ukraine, in Kharkiv, then in Donetsk, 
and then in Crimea. Again, at the moment of the coup, І 
did not leave the territory of Ukraine.” 

He lamented that Crimea is going to secede from 
Ukraine, blaming the actions of the “extremists” in 
power. But he predicted the country “will rise up and 


unify.” 


call to enlist 


Cont. from P. 1 

Another fresh recruit, Cherkasy 
firefighter Yevhen Protsenko, says 
he stands ready for combat: 

"І have a family and I want to 
protect it. It’s good to see that 
people are not indifferent to the fate 
of our country, of our families,” he 
said. 

With fewer than 130,000 active 
military personnel — a far cry from 
Russia’s 845,000 — the Ukrainian 


Army will need all the help it can 
get. 

Cash-strapped Ukraine owns 
almost 10 times fewer tanks than 
Russia. It has one major warship 
and only about 230 combat aircraft. 

Russia, which has spent billions 
of dollars over the past decade to 
upgrade and modernize its military, 
owns more than 30 large warships 
and more than 1,500 combat-ca- 
pable planes. 
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Putin must be stopped 


Russian dictator. Viadimir Putin’s invasion of Crimea and his decision 
to hold a referendum on annexation March 16 is a blatant violation of 
international law that poses a major threat to world security. 

First and foremost, it rends asunder the Budapest Memorandum on Se- 
curity Assurances, signed by Russia, the United States and the United 
Kingdom in 1994, under which Ukraine gave up its nuclear weapons and 
acceded to the non-proliferation treaty. 

The memorandum included security assurances against threats or use of 
force against the territorial integrity or political independence of Ukraine, 
but did not include any assurances of military intervention on the part of 
any of the signatories should Ukraine’s territorial integrity come under 
attack — which it now has. This sends a very strong and negative signal to 
rogue countries like Iran and Korea as to nuclear proliferation. 

Even if there are no concrete guarantees for intervention on the part of 
the USA and UK to defend Ukraine’s territorial integrity, there is a def- 
inite moral obligation to stand up for Ukraine. To date this has consisted 
mostly of strongly worded statements, but little in the form of action. 

A few token sanctions such as visa restrictions have been applied, but 
serious actions such as asset freezes have yet to be imposed. Britain es- 
pecially, is awash with dirty Russian money, as is the rest of the EU. 
Severe financial sanctions could seriously impede Russian oligarchs and 
put pressure on Putin to step back. 

But aside from the reluctance to meddle with a very profitable arrange- 
ment for European bankers and lawyers, there is also the fear of losing 
Russian gas supplies. Here both the U.S and Canada could step in by sell- 
ing liquefied natural gas. 

EU leaders have indicated they may impose harsher sanctions. follow- 
ing the annexation referendum. We’! just have to wait and see. Because, 
for now, EU leaders have been acting more like Neville Chamberlain than 
Winston Churchill. 

And the historical analogy is most appropriate in this instance. 

Chamberlain was the British Prime Minister who signed the 1938 
Munich Agreement which allowed Nazi dictator Adolph Hitler to annex 
the Sudetenland region of Czechoslovakia. Churchill condemned such 
appeasement pointing out it would only serve to encourage Hitler and 
eventually lead to war. He was absolutely right. Within six months Hitler 
swallowed the rest of Czechoslovakia. Within another six months he in- 
vaded Poland and World War II broke out. 

Hitler annexed Sudetenland under the pretext that he had to defend 
ethnic Germans from oppression by the Czechs — an outright lie of huge 
proportions since Czechoslovakia was the only functioning democracy in 
Central or East Europe and had the best record for the protection protec- 
tion the rights of it minorities. 

Putin invaded Crimea on a very similar and outrageously false pretext 
that he was out to defend the rights of ethnic Russians in Crimea. Russian 
rights are very well protected in Ukraine (unlike Ukrainian rights in Rus- 
sia). In fact the Russian language predominates. 

Hitler made no secret of the fact he wanted to reverse the territorial 
losses Germany incurred under the 1919 Treaty of Versailles and expand 
its territory. 

Putin has termed the fall of the Soviet Union the “greatest geopolitical 
tragedy” of the 20th century and made no secret of the fact he wants to 
revive the Soviet Empire. In 2008 he told then U.S. President George W. 
Bush: “You have to understand, George, that Ukraine is not even a coun- 
try. Part of its territory is in Eastern Europe and the greater part was given 
to us.” 

Russia has been building up its troops along Ukraine’s borders. The 
threat of a Russian invasion of the rest of Ukraine is very real and must 
be taken very seriously. It would result in a huge bloodbath that would 
reverberate around the world. 

Putin must be stopped before he plunges the world into an apocalypse. 
And that can only be accomplished with resolute action. 
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Russia has already lost the 
war for Ukrainian hearts 


By Chrystia Freeland, NYT, March 7, 2014 

Over the past few weeks, residents of Kyiv have 
lived through its bloodiest conflict since the Second 
World War, watched their reviled president flee and 
a new, provisional team take charge, seen Russian 
troops take control of part of the country, and heard 
Russia’s president, Vladimir V. Putin, assert his right 
to take further military action. Yet the Ukrainian 
capital is calm. 

Revolutions often falter on Day 2, as Ukraine has 
already bitterly learned twice — once after the 1991 
collapse of the Soviet Union and then again in 2005 
after the Orange Revolution. That could happen 
again, but the new revolution is enjoying a prolonged 
honeymoon, thanks to Putin, whose intervention 
in Ukrainian foreign and trade policy provoked the 
uprising in the first place, and whose invasion has, 
paradoxically, increased its chance of long-term 
success. 

Kyiv smells like a smoky summer camp, from the 
bonfires burning to keep the demonstrators still out on 
Independence Square warm, but every day it is tidier. 
Sidewalks in the city centre are checker-boarded with 
neat piles of bricks that had been dug up to serve as 
missiles and are now being put back. 

The police, despised for their corruption and 
repression, are returning to work. Their squad cars 
often sport Ukrainian flags and many have a “self- 
defense” activist from the protests with them. A 
Western ambassador told me that the activists were 
there to protect the cops from angry citizens. My 
uncle, who lives here, said they were also there to stop 
the police from slipping back into their old ways and 
demanding bribes. 

This revolution may yet be eaten by its own 
incompetence or by infighting. А presidential 
election is scheduled for May, and the race, negative 
campaigning and all, has quietly begun. The oligarchs, 
some of whom have cannily been appointed governors 
of the potentially restive eastern regions, are jockeying 
for power. But for now, Ukrainians, who were brought 
together by shared hatred of the former president, 
Viktor F. Yanukovych, are being brought closer still 
by the Kremlin-backed invasion. 

“Yanukovych freed Ukraine and Putin is uniting it,” 
said Iegor Soboliev, a 37-year-old ethnic Russian who 
heads a government commission to vet officials of the 
former regime. “Ukraine is functioning not through 
its government but through the self-organization of its 
people and their sense of human decency.” 

Soboliev is a former investigative journalist who 
grew frustrated that carefully documented revelations 
of government misbehaviour — which he says 
“wasn’t merely corruption, it was marauding” — 
were having no impact. He and a few friends formed 
Volya, a movement dedicated to creating a country 
of “responsible citizens” and a “state worthy of their 
trust.” 

“People in Odesa, Mykolaiv, Donetsk and 
Dnipropetrovsk are coming out to defend their 
country,” Soboliev said. “They have never liked the 
western Ukrainian, Galician point of view. But they 
are showing themselves to be equally patriotic. They 
are defending their country from foreign aggression. 
Fantastical things are happening.” 

This conflict could flare into Europe’s first major 
war of the 21st century, and Crimea may never again 
be part of Ukraine. But no matter what happens 
over the next few months, or even years, Putin and 
his vision of an authoritarian, Russian-dominated 
former Soviet space have already lost. Democratic, 
independent Ukraine, and the messy, querulous (but 
also free and law-abiding) European idea have won. 

So far, the only certain victory is the ideological one. 
Many outsiders have interpreted the past three months 
as а Yugoslav-style ethno-cultural fight. It is nothing of 
the kind. This is a political struggle. Notwithstanding 
the bloodshed, the best parallel is with Prague’s Velvet 
Revolution of 1989. The emphasis there on changing 
society’s moral tone, and each person’s behavior, 
was likewise central to the protests that overthrew 
Yanukovych. 

For Ukraine, as well as for Russia and much of the 


bral 


~ Commentaries 


former U.S.S.R., the collapse of the Soviet Union 
in 1991 was only a partial revolution. The U.S.S.R. 
vanished, but the old nomenklatura, and its venal, 
authoritarian style of governance remained. Putin is 
explicitly drawing on that heritage and fitfully trying 
to reshape it into a new state capitalist system that 
can compete and flourish globally. An alliance with 
Yanukovych’s Ukraine was an essential part of that 
plan. 

That effort has now failed. Whatever Putin achieves 
in Ukraine, it will not be partnership with a Slavic 
younger brother enthusiastically joining in his neo- 
imperialist, neo-Soviet project. 

The unanswered question is whether Ukraine can 
be a practical success. The economy needs a total 
structural overhaul — and that huge shift needs to 
be accomplished while either radically transforming, 
or creating from scratch, effective government 
institutions. 

This is the work Central Europe and the Baltic 
states did in the 1990s. Their example shows that it 
can be done, but it takes a long time, requires a patient 
and united populace, and probably also the promise of 
European partnership. 

The good news is that Ukraine may finally have 
achieved the necessary social unity. The bad news 
is that it isn’t clear if Europe, struggling with its 
economic malaise and ambivalence toward its newish 
eastern members, has the stomach to tutor and support 
Ukraine as it did the Visegrad countries — Hungary, 
the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Poland — and the 
Baltic states. 

This should be Ukraine’s biggest problem. But with 
Russian forces in Crimea, the more urgent question 
Kyiv faces is whether it will find itself at war. 

The answer depends in large part on Russia. Sergei 
Kovalev, a former dissident who became a member of 
the Russian Parliament in the 1990s, once told me that 
a good rule for understanding Russian strongmen was 
that “eating increases the appetite.” Putin has thus far 
lived up to that aphorism. 

Thanks to his agility in Syria, his successful hosting 
of the Sochi Olympics and even, at first, his masterful 
manipulation of Yanukovych, Putin has won himself 
something of a reputation as a master strategist. But 
he has made a grave miscalculation in Ukraine. 

For one thing, Putin misunderstands the complexities 
of language and ethnicity in Ukraine. Certainly, 
Ukraine is diverse, and language, history and culture 
play a role in some of its internal differences — just 
as they do in blue- and red-state America, in northern 
and southern Italy, or in the north and the south of 
England. 

The error is to believe there is а fratricidal 
separation between Russian and Ukrainian speakers 
and to assume that everyone who speaks Russian at 
home or voted for Yanukovych would prefer to be 
a citizen of Putin’s Russia. The reality of Ukraine is 
that everyone in the country speaks and understands 
Russian and everyone at least understands Ukrainian. 
On television, in Parliament, and in the streets, 
bilingual discussions are commonplace. 

Putin seems to have genuinely believed that 
Ukraine was Yugoslavia, and that his forces would be 
warmly welcomed by at least half of the country. As 
Leonid D. Kuchma, a former president of Ukraine and 
once a senior member of the Soviet military-industrial 
complex, told me: “His advisers must have thought 
they would be met in eastern Ukraine with flowers as 
liberators. The reality is 180 degrees opposite.” 

Many foreign policy realists wish the Ukrainian 
revolutionhadn’t happened. They would rather Ukraine 
had more fully entered the corrupt, authoritarian zone 
the Kremlin is seeking to consolidate. But we don’t 
get to choose for Ukraine — Ukrainians do, and they 
have. Now we have to choose for ourselves. 

Chrystia Freeland is the author of “Sale of the 
Century: Russias Wild Ride From Communism to 
Capitalism” and a Liberal member of Parliament. 
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The Empire Strikes Back 
(Of History and Hydrocarbons) 


By Myroslav Petriw 


The Russian Federation is not a nation-state like most of 
Europe’s larger countries. Russia is an Empire. Its citizens’ 
sense of self, their sense of pride and belonging is tied to 
a mythology of imperial grandeur, expansion and plunder. 
At one time the home of 85 distinct languages and dialects, 
many have since disappeared. Where a nation-state is like an 
organ, an empire is a tumor. It destroys as it expands, pro- 
vided it has a steady and sufficient blood supply. In the case 
of the Russian Federation that blood supply is the revenue it 


collects on its sale of natural gas. 


It was Winston Churchill who once famously described 
Russia as a Riddle inside a Mystery wrapped in an Enigma. 
It is worth noting that Winston’s predecessor of the previ- 
ous century, Benjamin Disraeli, suffered no such confusion. 
Back in 1876, Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli — in a letter 
to Queen Victoria, proposed “to clear Central Asia of Mus- 
covites and drive them into the Caspian‘. He did not call 
them Russians. Although the Czars demanded that their em- 
pire be renamed as the Rossian Empire, many politicians and 
cartographers alike continued to use the historical term Mus- 
covy. A look at the Russian Federation as a state shows it to 
be, despite a series of regime changes, a geographical and 
political continuation of the multiethnic empire, which Batu 
Khan, grandson of Genghis, had created. Historically known 
as Muscovy and even referred to as Tartary, this heritage 
bore little respect among the aristocratic circles of 18th cen- 
tury Europe. It was after gaining full control over the lands 
of the actual historic Rus’, the Ukrainian lands around Kyiv, 
that in 1721 Czar Peter the Great renamed the Czardom of 
Muscovy as the Rossian Empire in a transparent attempt to 
appropriate the legacy of ancient Rus’. But today the land of 


Rus’ is again outside the borders of this empire. 


Strange as it may seem much of the political elite of the 
empire still feels a phantom limb pain for this missing land. 
Certainly the reassembling of the Rossian Empire has been 
an oft-stated goal of Vladimir Putin. It was on 24 April 2005 
that Putin told his country that the collapse of the Soviet em- 
pire “was the greatest geopolitical catastrophe of the cen- 
tury” . He left no doubt that he intended to right that wrong. 

Just as Maxim Litvinov, the Soviet Commissar of Foreign 
Affairs declared in 1933 that “Food 15 a weapon”, Vladimir 
Putin realized that with respect to Rus’-Ukraine, Natural Gas 
could also be a weapon. It was on Jan 1, 2006 that he first 
cut off gas from Ukraine. The effectiveness of this was ham- 
pered by the fact that such actions affected Western Europe 
too, and thus the inflow of revenue to Gazprom/Russia. For 
the natural gas weapon to work he had to isolate Ukraine. He 
had to build bypass pipelines around Ukraine. 

The first Ukraine bypass pipeline was Nord Stream laid 
along the bottom of the Baltic Sea all the way to Germany. 
Putin even had former Chancellor of Germany, Gerhard 
Schroder, agree to be chairman of the project. 

The second much more ambitious pipeline project is South 
Stream, a pipeline that would transport natural gas from the 
Yamal deposit by the Arctic Sea, south to the east shore of 
the Black Sea, then under the sea bypassing Ukrainian terri- 
torial waters, to Varna in Bulgaria. This project, which is far 
from complete is now estimated to cost $77B. This expendi- 
ture is on top of the vanity expenditure of $50B for the Sochi 
Winter Olympics. Since Ukraine’s pipeline system is more 
than adequate for any projected European requirements, 
these are expenses that will not generate a single dollar of 
additional revenue. These are purely political projects that 
cannot be justified by neither economics nor common sense. 
It is no wonder that Russia is now sliding into a recession. 


What has derailed the Putin plan is the shale gas revolu- 
tion. As recently as 2010 Gazprom was anticipating supply- 
ing LNG to the USA! But what totally destroyed the plan 
was the discovery of shale gas in Ukraine . Ukraine is facing 
a future of natural gas self-sufficiency, if not that of a net 
supplier. This calculation explains why although the EU As- 
sociation Agreement overtures of a pro-Western, democratic 
reform President Yushchenko were rejected in November 
2005 , the autocratic boorish thug of a President, Yanuko- 
vych, was very much invited to the table in the summer of 
2013. It more than explains the panicked reaction of Putin 
when he realized that Russia’s influence over Ukraine would 
vanish, as would all hopes of reincorporation into the em- 
pire. The pressure Putin put on President Yanukovych was 
relentless and personal. Eventually the Yanukovych regime 
relented and accepted a loan promise from Russia in place 
of signing the Association Agreement with the European 
Union. 

For another 10 weeks, despite all the activity on the Mai- 
dan, Kyiv’s City Square, Putin was satisfied that Ukraine was 
still in Russia’s orbit. Then late on 21 February Yanukovych 
abandoned his post. He went AWOL and eventually showed 
up in Russia. He was formally impeached by the Ukrain- 
ian Verkhovna Rada (Parliament) and a search warrant was 
issued. As the curtain closed on the Sochi Winter Olympics 
on 23 February, Putin realised that he had bet the farm on his 
bypass pipelines, and lost. Like the gambler in a Hollywood 
Western that realizes that he overplayed his hand, Vladimir 
Putin kicked over the card table and drew his gun. As the 
last visitors to the Olympics were filing through the airport 
gates, the Russian military began to roll its APC’s beyond 
the confines of their Sevastopol base to begin the occupation 
of Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula. 


Putin’s psychopathic power play 


By Andy J. Semotiuk 

Not long ago, former President Viktor Yanukovych 
and his inner circle fled Ukraine. Aided for years 
by Western banks that failed to enforce their own 
anti money laundering rules, the Yanukovych clan 
absconded with some $70 billion. This left the country 
on the verge of bankruptcy. Earlier in its history, when 
Ukraine as a new state surrendered its nuclear arsenal 
in 1994, the United States and Great Britain joined 
Russia in guaranteeing Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity. Ukraine relied on those assurances 
in the Budapest Agreement to surrender the third 
largest nuclear arsenal in the world to Russia. In both 
of these instances, Western nations were complicit in 
what has now become a moment of truth for Ukraine. 

Did the West really mean it when they declared 
that Ukraine’s sovereignty was inviolate? Obviously 
not. Today despite “guarantees of sovereignty” Putin 
has violated not only the Budapest Agreement, but 
also a whole litany of international laws through his 
invasion of Crimea. Russian troops are marching on 
Ukrainian soil. Their jets have violated Ukrainian 
airspace. The Russian Parliament has proposed a bill 
to effectively annex Crimea. It is tempting to think 
that this is a Russian-Ukrainian conflict and that the 
Western world can be sheltered from it. But it can’t. 
Apart from broken promises and Western complicity 
in Ukraine’s fateful decline, there is more at stake here. 
Anyone who has studied history should plainly see that 
Putin’s aggression in Crimea is only the beginning. 
Putin’s psychopathic behavior today is frighteningly 
reminiscent of Hitler’s invasion of Austria and then 
the Sudetenland in the 1930s. However, what took 
months back then, today is proceeding at an advanced 
pace. Meanwhile as we retreat from one line back to 
another, every step along the way will embolden Putin 
and make our future responses that much harder and 
more dangerous. 

The events of the last few days should raise existential 
questions for every country. In view of Putin’s troops 
now settled in Crimea, what are countries like Poland 
and the Baltic States to think about NATO promises 
to protect their sovereignty? Why should states such 
as Iran and North Korea be prepared to abandon their 
nuclear ambitions based on proposed disarmament 
agreements in the future? Who will protect Canada’s 


northern border if Russia decides to exploit the natural 
resources there? In terms of the future with China 
and other Pacific powers, are U.S. assurances of 
military support for Japan, Taiwan and the Philippines 
dependable? Our failure to challenge Putin’s invasion 
of Crimea will loosen the glue of military alliances 
and assurances worldwide. 

As Andrey Шагіопоу, a former Putin aid recently 
pointed out, Putin will not be dissuaded by economic 
sanctions, condemnation by political leaders or threats 
of “consequences.” As the Romans believed long ago, 
if you want peace, prepare for war. It is time to show 
Putin, the way Kennedy showed Khrushchey during 
the Cuban Missile Crisis, that a promise made about 
nuclear disarmament, is a promise that will be kept. 
This is а moment of truth for all of us. 

Much will be needed to rise up to this challenge. 

Ukraine is at the front of this conflict and has put its 
army on full combat alert. Its people are resisting 
the Russian invaders but the country desperately 
needs military, financial and economic support. 
While the cancellation of the upcoming G-8 summit 
in Sochi and the introduction of economic sanctions 
by Western nations is a start, a much more wholesale 
coordinated effort by world leaders to respond to this 
threat is urgently needed. If we are not prepared to 
commit to war, let us at least commit to supporting 
Ukraine by supplying it with everything that country 
needs as a countermeasure to our shortcomings of the 
past. A concrete example is countering the “Snake” 
cyber virus that has been introduced into Ukraine by 
Russia by helping with massive cyber defense support. 
Actions such as military build ups in NATO bordering 
countries and ship deployments into the area are surely 
a first step that should be taken. Sanctions against 
Putin personally and others who support him should 
be invoked. This is no joke. We are in a world crisis. 
Let us take our responsibilities seriously for the sake 
of world peace. 
Andriy J, Semotiuk is an attorney practicing in the 
area of international law focusing on immigration. 
A published author and former United Nations 
correspondent, Mr. Semotiuk is a member of the bars 
of New York and California in the United States and 
Ontario and British Columbia in Canada. He now 
practices law and resides in Toronto. 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 
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AN IMPORTANT INDUSTRY 


Canada’s annual seal harvest comes with accompanying emotional 
propaganda from “animal rights” groups. They have been effective in 
convincing the European Union to ban Canadian seal exports through 
misinformation, though interestingly the Europeans have no problems 
with the popular spectator sport of animal torture known euphemistic- 
ally as bull fighting in France, Portugal and Spain. There is no fight. 
Bulls are cruelly crippled by the picadors then teased mercilessly by 
the matador before being slaughtered. For these groups, misleading 
information about the seal harvest is a very effective fundraising tool. 
The truth is that Canada has strict, science-based, regulations which 
are reviewed regularly, to ensure a humane harvest. Certainly there 
is no conservation issue: the most harvested seal, the harp seal, has 
a population nearly three times what it was in the 1970s. 

New commercial sealers must work under an experienced sealer 
for two years to obtain a professional licence. In addition to that 
two-year apprenticeship program, governments, industry and other 
stakeholders deliver comprehensive information workshops in ad- 
vance of the season. 

Approximately 6,000 individuals derive all or part of their mcome 
from the seal harvest. Some of these are indigenous people, while 
others are what I call “eurigenous,” the descendants of the early 
Europeans that came to Canada and who to this day hunt seal to 
augment their family incomes. It is likely that the curtailing of the 
harvest in recent years has resulted in a decrease in fish stocks, an 
inevitable result of the increase in the seal population. The economic 
impact of a ban on the seal harvest therefore also affects Canada’s 
fishing industry. 

The truth is the seal harvest is closely monitored and tightly regu- 
lated to ensure the animals are harvested in a humane manner, as 
are our hunted animals and farm animals that end up on our grocery 
store meat counters. 

What do you think? 
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Yatsenyuk addresses UN 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk has told the 
UN Security Council that his country has faced a military aggression that 
has “no reason and no grounds,” but he said it was still possible to peace- 
fully resolve the crisis with Russia. 

“We urge [the] Russian Federation to pull back its military forces de- 
ployed in Crimea to barracks and to start real talks and negotiations in 
order to tackle this conflict,” Yatsenyuk said on March 13. 

Yatsenyuk said that Russia’s “military aggression” in Crimea is under- 
mining global security and nuclear non-proliferation. 

“The way our Russian neighbors — and I believe that if we start real 
talks with Russia, they could be real partners -- acted, undermines the 
entire global security and nuclear non-proliferation program,” Yatsenyuk 
said. 

“As after these actions, it will be very difficult to convince anyone in 
the globe not to have nuclear weapons.” 

Turning to Russian Ambassador Vitaly Churkin, Yatsenyuk — who 
until then had been delivering his address in English — asked Churkin in 
Russian whether Russia really wanted war. 
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Rally in Vernon 


Okanagan supports all 
the people of Ukraine 


(Sadok)—Over 60 people from the communitin 
of Vernon, Salmon Arm, Mara and Kelowna, in the 
Okanagan Valley of B.C. joined together March 8 for 
a peaceful rally in support of all people of Ukraine. 
The message was clear, “Putin, Hands Off Ukraine.” 
Members of the Ukrainian and Lithuanian community 
showed their support by attending the rally, carrying 
signs and chanting Слава Україні, Glory to Ukraine. 
Subdeacon Paul Malysh led the crowd in the singing 
of the Ukrainian National Anthem and Rev. Andrzej 
Wasylinko gave prayers of peace for Ukraine. 

Organizer, Andrea Malysh of the Sadok Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble said that this rally was initiated by 
Porter Johnson, one of her young students of Sadok. 
At the demonstration Porter said that it was import- 
ant to him that all people of Ukraine have peace and 
freedom. He also posed a question to the crowd, “how 
would feel if the Country of your ancestors was bul- 
lied.” He also said that he was saddened of what is 
happening in Ukraine. 

Andrea Malysh stated to the supporters that the in- 
vasion of Russian troops into Crimea is a concern for 
all Canadians and that this is a decisive moment for 
Ukraine and the World. 

She read a poem by the late Kari Moore which cen- 
ters on the idea that, “Each human being is a part of 
the huge woven tapestry for God to see. Our actions 
either contribute to this beautiful world or contamin- 
ate it.” Malysh reiterated that the world needs to unite 
together for peace for all. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) was 
represented by Judy Williams. She gave a brief over- 
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view of the formation of the UCC and provided an up- 
date of the recent developments in Crimea. The situa- 
tion in Ukraine and especially in Crimea continues to 
be extremely volatile. Nothing is it as exactly as it ap- 
pears and it is critical that people educate themselves 
on the history of the region and its cast of characters. 
Sadly politicians negotiate deals often to further their 
own careers but it is the courage of the individual and 
the resilience of the Ukrainian people that will deter- 
mine the outcome. 

On Feb 20 as sniper fire took the lives of at least 
77 protestors and the situation was dire the people of 
Maiden prayed. They prayed for divine intervention 
and on Feb 22nd they awoke with news that President 
Yanukovych fled with the countries coffers. As the 
world wonders how it will all end, their faith is in 
God’s hands. 

Similar demonstrations are currently being organ- 
ized in both Kamloops and Kelowna. 

Many in attendance today stated that they wish to 
do more for Ukraine. 

The Canada Ukraine Foundation 15 accepting charit- 
able donations to support the humanitarian assistance 
required in Ukraine. The Canada Ukraine Foundation 
has already arranged for timelv delivery of needed 
humanitarian assistance required on the ground when 
funds become available. Tax receipts will be issued. 

Cheques made payable to CUF Maidan Fund, along 
with your name and address, can be mailed to: Can- 
ada Ukraine Foundation, 203- 952 Main St., Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, R2W 3P4. Donations may be made by credit 
card online on their website: www.cufoundation.ca 


: Date: March 26, 2014 


Room 134, Telus Centre (87 Avenue and 111 


Street), UAlberta, Edmonton 
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Shroud of 


By Marco Levytsky 

A. Vatican-approved replica of 
the Shroud of Turin was officially 
opened for solemn exposition at 
St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral in Edmonton, March 3. 

Те will stay in the cathedral until 
Holy Friday and Holy Saturday, 
April 18 and 19. 

The shroud, which is believed to 
be the actual burial cloth of Jesus 
Christ, is kept in a cathedral in 
the Italian city of Turin. It is usu- 
ally exposed for veneration every 
10 years and is almost never taken 
outside the confines of the city it- 
self. 

There are, however, Vatican-ap- 
proved and authenticated copies of 
the shroud that are sent out to vari- 
ous parts of the world to allow ac- 
cess to a more general public, eager 
to venerate it or simply interested 
in viewing it. 

This one was gifted to the Ukrain- 
ian Catholic Eparchy of Edmon- 
ton by the Archdiocese of Turin as 
part of its 25 Year Pastoral Plan for 
Spiritual Growth and Renewal. 

The ceremony began with a sol- 
emn procession from St. Josaphat’s 
Parish Hall to the Cathedral by 
members of the clergy and may or- 
ganizations of the Eparchy of Ed- 
monton. 

Once it was placed for display in 
the cathedral, Bishop David (Mo- 
tiuk) gave a brief presentation. 

The shroud is a rectangular linen 
sheet woven in a herringbone pat- 
tern according to an ancient Egyp- 
tian style used both before and after 
the time of Christ, he noted 

“There is a faint impression on 
it of an image of a man, front and 
back, indicating that he suffered 
extensive scourging and death by 
crucifixion. Piercing of the feet and 
wrist are clearly evident. A chest 
wound and wounds to the head in- 
flicted by pointed instruments are 
plainly visible. 

“The ‘man of the shroud’ has 
a beard, moustache and shoulder 
length hair parted in the middle. 
He is well-proportioned, muscular, 
and quite tall, said Bishop David 

715 the Shroud of Turin the burial 
cloth of Jesus?” he continued. 

“Scientific analysis of the Shroud 
of Turin was permitted by the Holy 
See in 1976, 1978 and 1988. These 
conclude that the image is not the 
product of an artist using paints or 
dyes. The shroud has been in direct 
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Turin replica gifted to Edmonton Eparchy 


contact with a body, which explains 
certain features such as scourge 
marks and blood. But it cannot ex- 
plain the image of the face with the 
high resolution demonstrated by 
photography. 

“How the image was produced 
remains a mystery. 

“While the Catholic Church has 
neither acknowledged nor denied 
the authenticity of the shroud, Pope 
John Paul II called it a “mirror of 
the Gospel.” Recently, Pope Ben- 
edict and Pope Francis described 
the shroud as an “icon.” 

“Actual burial cloth or not, the 
shroud is indeed an ancient and 
greatly venerated icon. And the es- 
sence of an icon is its representa- 
tion of the Holy and participation 
in the Divine,” Bishop David noted 

Picking up on Pope John Paul 
I’s reference to the shroud as a 
“mirror of the Gospel,’ Bishop 
David then examined the scriptural 
evidence noting: 

» The body in the shroud is cov- 
ered with severe scourge wounds, 
as many as 120 on the back (includ- 
ing the legs). Whipping was done 
probably by a Roman flagrum, with 
evidence that there were two men 
whipping from two angles. 

e Jesus was struck a blow to 
the face (Matthew 27: 30). In the 
shroud there is severe swelling 
below the right eye; the nose is 
swollen or broken. 

e Jesus was “crowned” with 
thorns (Matthew 27: 28-29). In the 
shroud there is evidence of bleed- 
ing from scalp, and thorn frag- 
ments. 

» Jesus had to carry a heavy cross 
(John 19: 16-17). Shoulder wounds 
appear on the body in the shroud. 

e Jesus’ cross had to be carried 
for him after a while (Matthew 27: 
32). The knees in the body in the 
shroud appear to be seycrely dam- 
aged as if from repeated falls. 

¢ Jesus was crucified by nailing 
hands and feet (John 20: 25). There 
are clear blood flows on the shroud 
from nail wounds in the wrists and 
feet. 

» Jesus’ legs were not broken, 
but a spear was thrust into his side 
(John 19: 33-37). The legs on the 
body in the shroud are not broken. 
There is an elliptical wound on the 
rights side between the Sth and 6th 
ribs and appears to have been in- 
flicted by a Roman lance. 

» Jesus was taken down from 
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Bishop David delivers | is presentation from behind the replica of the Shroud of Turin. 


the cross and wrapped in a linen 
shroud (Matthew 27: 57-60). The 
image on the shroud is consistent 
with the Jewish burial practice of 
wrapping a dead body. 

Following the bishop’s presen- 
tation, Meditation Leader Roman 
Krawec expanded on it noting that 
a 1988 study which concluded, 
using Carbon 14 dating, that the 
shroud could not have originated 
before 1325 was inaccurate be- 
cause it used textile samples from 
the corner of the Shroud that were 
later proven to have been repaired 
during the middle ages using a cot- 
ton fibre with an invisible mending 
technique. 

Evidence that supports it in- 
cludes the fact that there is no paint 
on the shroud, but blood, and it 
has been discovered to be a photo- 
graphic negative. This has led to its 
description as an “Icon Not Made 
With Human Hands”. 

The shroud originated in the 
Christian East. According to a 
written manuscript, King Agbar 
of Edessa (a city in modern-day 
Turkey) was healed of disease by 
touching this cloth. 

It was hidden during pagan per- 
secution, resurfaced in the 6" cen- 
tury, but soon after Edessa was 
captured by the Muslims. When 
a Byzantine general surrounded 
Edessa during a 944 campaign 
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The procession approaches St. Josaphat's Cathedral 


he made a deal with the Muslims 
to spare the city in return for the 
shroud which was then transferred 
to Constantinople. 

It was stolen by western Crusad- 
ers when they sacked the Byzan- 
tine capital in 1204, resurfaced in 
France in 1353 and arrived in Turin 
in 1578, where it remains to this 
day. 

“All of us who come to view the 
Shroud of Turin have our own life 
story. Some are broken, some are 
confused, some are professed un- 
believers, someneed to have their 
faith affirmed, and some are seek- 
ing to follow the Lord more close- 
ly,” said Bishon David 


Whatever your story, God’s 
tremendous love for us is shown 
through the passion of Jesus, who 
alone offers us the gift of salvation 
and eternal life. It is this love that is 
graphically illustrated for us on the 
shroud. 

Before the shroud today, and — 
each day of your life, enter into the 
silence of your heart. Lay aside all 
cares of daily life and recognize 
that God seeks to tell you that you 
are loved. Be still and know that 
God is real; God is present. Let 
your hearts be moved by the im- 
mensity of Jesus’ love as is plainly 
made visible on the shroud before 
you,” he added. 
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and isolated missions across our vast land. 
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gives a special blessing to Oristeen Kulyk. 
Photo courtesy of the Eparchy of Saskatoon. 
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Посилений перемогою 
в Криму, Путін піде далі 


— чеський дослідник 


тоталітарних режимів 


Марія Щур, Радіо Свобода 


Німецький канцлер Адольф Гітлер прийшов до влади з наміром 
знищити несправедливі європейські порядки, встановлені після 
падіння європейських імперій внаслідок Першої світової війни. Він 
оголосив про це від самого початку і від середини 1930-х років ішов 
відодного успіху до іншого. Президент Росії Володимир Путін назвав 
розвал Радянського Союзу «найбільшою катастрофою» ХХ століття, 
але мало хто міг собі уявити, що він всерйоз буде відновлювати ра- 
дянську імперію, ще менше оглядачі могли передбачити, що він не 
зупиниться перед військовими методами. Нині, як вважає історик 
з Інституту вивчення тоталітарних режимів Давид Свобода, якщо 
Путін отримає перемогу в Криму, посилений путінський режим піде 
далі. 

- Чи можна розглядати ситуацію в Криму повторенням аншлюсу 


Австрії чи нападу на Чехословаччину? 


- Це більше схоже на аншлюс Австрії, бо приєднанню Судет Че- 
хословаччини передувала все ж таки конференція тодішніх світових 
потуг. Це не був доконаний факт, на відміну від Австрії, де світ просто 
поставили перед фактом. Цим аншлюсом Гітлер порушив рішення 
держав-переможців Першої світової війни про недопустимість 
об'єднання Австрії та Німеччини. Тож, на мою думку, це аншлюс. 

— Через півроку після аншлюсу Австрії на черзі була вже Чехос- 
ловаччина, яка мала гарантії безпеки від Британії та Франції, але 
вони своїх обіцянок не дотрималися 1 дозволили Гітлеру приєднати 
Судети, а потім розділити Чехословаччину. Ще через рік почалася 
Друга світова війна. Спостерігаючи за подіями сьогодні, чи Ви мо- 


жете сказати, що світ виніс уроки з тих подій? 


До кінця не знаємо, чи Путін є готовий Крим повністю перетво- 
рити в російську територію, чи буде розігрувати сценарій якоїсь 


поліцейської операції 


- Історія, напевно, їх не навчила. Деякі експерти висловлюють 
надії, що це ще не є якась чітка програма, на відміну від Адольфа 
Гітлера, який виклав свою програму в книзі «Моя боротьба», яку не 
завжди серйозно сприймали. Ми ще до кінця не знаємо, чи Путін є 
готовий дійсно Крим повністю перетворити в російську територію, 


чи буде розігрувати сценарій якоїсь поліцейської операції. 


Але і в цьому є історичні паралелі вже з радянського досвіду. Бо 
коли відбувалася анексія Балтійських країн перед Другої світовою 
війною, у 1940 році, також спочатку якийсь нелегітимний орган тих 
країн нібито проголосував за це рішення, а потім нібито народний 


референдум це рішення підтримав. 


Повертаючись до запитання про Захід, мені здається, що на Заході 
відчувають, про що йдеться, відчувають ці паралелі з Мюнхенсь- 
кою конференцією, коли вони зрадили Чехословаччину, але вони 
зараз, як і тоді, відчувають подібну капітуляцію перед агресором. 
Тоді говорилося, що Гітлер, мабуть, хоче лише задовольнити свої 
«справедливі вимоги» i що ті країни в центрі Європи все одно 
були «штучними», і таке інше. Тому, коли йшлося про прикордонні 
території Чехословаччини, Судети, ніхто особливо не обурювався 


їхньою окупацією. 


Нині, на мою думку, голоси, які б цілком приймали путінську 
версію подій з його «законними претензіями» на українські 
території, є скоріше, маргінальними, це якісь комуністичні чи, 
навпаки, крайньоправі діячі. Тепер мені здається, що більшість 
європейської спільноти однозначно усвідомлює, що йдеться про по- 
рушення міжнародного права, але готова змиритися зі станом речей, 


бо з цим ніби нічого не можна зробити. 


- Чи можна було щось зробити тоді, чи Чехословаччина, про яку 
Черчіль казав, що мала краще військо, ніж Британія, могла чинити 
опір? Чи їй би допомогли у тому випадку, якби вона почала допома- 


гати сама собі? 


- Про це досі ведуться дебати науковців. Думаю, що ми б себе 
не змогли захистити, але ми могли б затримати Гітлера і завда- 
ти йому психологічної травми. Можливо, той офіцерський путч, 
який відбувся наприкінці війни, стався б раніше, якби німецьке 
керівництво не було окрилене один успіхом за іншим. Звичайно, 
важко твердити про історичні події. Але з історії знаємо, що успіх 
у Чехословаччині підняв його популярність до нових висот у на- 


цистському керівництві та в суспільстві. 


Сама Чехословаччина витримала б проти Гітлера не більше трьох 
тижнів. Події, що відбулися вже через рік, показали, що Захід до 
них не був готовий. Тому ми не можемо твердити, що якби за Че- 
хословаччину заступилися західні держави, це б унеможливило 


інтервенцію. Але, можливо, було варто спробувати. 


- Багато оглядачів переконані, що Захід не вступиться за Україну 
і тепер, перед лицем іншого агресора. Ви погоджуєтеся з такими 


оцінками? 


- Коли йдеться про психологію російського президента Володи- 
мира Путіна, то нехай у Вас не складеться враження, що можливе 
якесь мирне вирішення кримської кризи. Навпаки, я переконаний, 
що Захід має запровадити насправді послідовні жорсткі санкції або 


завдати удару по російському флоту. 


Захід не може допустити, щоб Путін подав ці події, як перемогу на 
домашній сцені. Бо ця перемога посилить Путіна та його режим. А 


посилений режим буде продовжуватись у подібних нападах. 
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Вояки України мають культуру 
служіння своїй державі - експерт 


Жанна Безп'ятчук, Радіо Свобода 

Зачотири роки влади Віктора Януковича Збройні 
сили України не отримали практично жодної 
сучасної ракети на своє озброєння, вистрілюючи 
на «навчаннях-показухах», як висловлюються 
офіцери, навіть ті, що ще залишилися. За ці чотири 
роки були зупинені практично всі сучасні військові 
розробки, головнокомандуючий ЗСУ навіть не 
міг виходити на прямий зв'язок із президентом, 
а українські східні кордони виявилися абсолютно 
відкритими. Крім того, упродовж 23 років армія 
зосереджувала свої сили на західному напрямку 
в той час, як справжня військова небезпека при- 
йшла зі сходу. І ось тільки в умовах військового 
вторгнення на суверенну територію України при- 
йшло пробудження до політиків та суспільства, 
кажуть військові експерти. Сьогодні вони визна- 
чають першочергові та стратегічні завдання для 
армії, поміж яких — побудова нової структури ЗСУ 
та їхнє комплексне переоснащення. 

«Збройні сили України, і не тільки вони, знищу- 
валися протягом 23 років. Фактично ми здавали всі 
елементи нашої економіки», - визнає екс-керівник 
ДК «Укрспецекспорт» Сергій Бондарчук. 

Секретар комітету Верховної Ради України з 
питань промислової та інвестиційної політики 
Віталій Немілостівий, що спеціалізується на пи- 
таннях співпраці промислово-оборонного ком- 
плексу та армії України, говорить про те саме. 

«Є всі підстави, що фактично від президен- 
та до президента здійснювалася багаторічна 
цілеспрямована акція або операція, можна по- 
різному це назвати, у рамках якої знищувалися 
Збройні сили України, знищувався оборонний 
комплекс України», - зазначає він. 

Отож, українські офіцери та військові експерти 
вперше говорять відверто й прямо про те, що ко- 
мусь було дуже вигідно зробити державу Україна 
беззахисною перед зовнішніми військовими загро- 
зами зі сходу. 3 

Визначивши таким чином стартові умови для 
реформування армії, коли де-факто, як наголошу- 
ють експерти, країна зіштовхнулася з військовим 
станом, вони говорять про те, що потрібно робити. 

«Нам треба насамперед виконати 
короткострокові завдання, пов'язані з побудовою 
нових Збройних сил, тому що держава без них 
не можлива. Це мають зрозуміти політики, які 
на це не звертали уваги, громадяни це все точно 
усвідомили. Потрібно підтримувати моральний 
дух наших військових, які зараз несуть службу в 
Криму, тому що там найважче», - переконаний він. 

Бондарчук відзначає зусилля тих кримчан, які 
підтримують офіцерів України, єдність кримсько- 
татарського народу, який став «живим щитом» на 
захист миру на півострові. 

Військовий експерт також пропонує ініціювати 
всенародну кампанію зі збору матеріальних 
ресурсів для підтримки українських військових. 

«Люди, які останні чотири роки висмоктували з 
країни все, що тільки можливо, залишили її майже 
банкрутом. Вважаю, що ми маємо ініціювати збір 
засобів для того, щоб громадяни України могли 
підтримати свої Збройні сили, тобто забезпечити 
їм дієву народну підтримку», - говорить Сергій 


Бондарчук. 
Екс-директор департаменту розробок та 
закупівлі | озброєння й військової 0 техніки 


Міноборони України Володимир Грек говорить 
про те, що нове озброєння, як-от, сучасні ракети 
можна прийняти за два-три місяці. 

«Приведення Збройних сил у повну бойову 
готовність - означає приведення в боєздатність 
існуючого озброєння та техніки, організація 
в разі потреб їхнього ремонту на ремонтних 
підприємствах України. Це перше, що треба зро- 
бити. За два-три місяці потрібно підготувати 
те озброєння та техніку, які є в готовності на 
підприємствах промисловості, враховуючи 
технологічний цикл виготовлення. Перш за все 
це стосується високоефективних боєприпасів, а 
також іншої техніки, якщо виникнуть питання 
конфлікту, пов'язаного з використанням зброї», - 
вважає експерт. 

Питання фінансування ЗСУ стоїть сьогодні дуже 
гостро. За оцінками військових експертів, щорічно 
Російська Федерація витрачає на свої Збройні сили 
78 мільярдів доларів, Україна - лише 1,6 мільярда 
доларів. Директор Наукового центру точного ма- 
шинобудування Олександр Селюков вважає, що 
Україна має законодавчо закріпити витрати на обо- 
рону на рівні мінімум 1,5% ВВП. 

Екс-міністр оборони України (2001-2003), ге- 
нерал Володимир Шкідченко, своєю чергою, 
перераховує важливі першочергові кроки з 


підтримки українських військових у ці дні. По- 
перше, має збільшуватися суттєво їхнє грошове 
утримання, щодо чого вже ухвалені відповідні 
урядові рішення. По-друге, він відзначає, що ко- 
мандири заблокованих українських частин ма- 
ють перебувати на прямому зв'язку з вищим 
керівництвом ЗСУ. 

Офіцери сьогодні розповідають, що за часів 
Віктора Януковича навіть головнокомандувач 
ЗСУ не мав прямого зв'язку з президентом, який 
за Конституцією був Верховним головнокоман- 
дувачем. По-третє, не зайвим буде збільшити 
можливості для виділення відомчих нагород, також 
варто розвивати ініціативу львів'ян з підтримки 
родин українських військових, яких запрошують 
відпочити на Львівщині. У середньостроковій 
перспективі, як вважає Володимир Шкідченко, 
Україні | потрібно - формувати невеликі 3a 
чисельністю, але мобільні ЗСУ з найкращими 
новітніми видами озброєння, також створювати 
єдине державне агентство замість «Укроборон- 
прому», структури, яка отримала повноту влади в 
царині безпеки й розвитку оборонного комплексу, 
нікому фактично не підпорядковуючись. 

Тим часом заступник директора інформаційно- 
консалтингового агентства Defense Express у 
царині військово-технічної співпраці Валерій 
Рябих заявив, що на основі фактів, відео- та 
фотодоказів, які вдалося зібрати на даний момент, 
можна стверджувати, що на території Криму пере- 
бувають частини й підрозділи основних, найбільш 
боєздатних з'єднань Збройних сил Росії. 

Зокрема, за даними військових експертів 
агентства, на території Криму наразі присутні 
військовослужбовці Псковської повітряної 
дивізії, Тульської повітряної дивізії, Іванівської 
повітряної дивізії, Ульянівської окремої десантно- 


штурмової дивізії, Новоросійської  десантно- 
штурмової дивізії, окремого розвідувального 
полку спеціального призначення з Кубінки 


Московської області, Рощинської мотострілкової 
бригади зі складу Центрального військового окру- 
гу, яка дислокується в Самарській області. | 

Володимир Грек відзначив, що той факт, що 
керівництво Росії відхрещуються від власних 
військових, дає підстави визнати їх юридично 
«бандформуваннями». 

«Мені здається, що дуже важливо було б зараз 
юридично після відмови президента Росії Володи- 
мира Путіна, міністра оборони Сергія Шайгу від 
своїх військ в Криму, визнати ці війська такими, 
що не є військовими формування Росії, а є зброй- 
ними бандитськими формування. І, відповідно до 
цього, вирішувати завдання, щоб вони залишили 
територію Криму й вимагати їх роззброєння», — 
вважає експерт. 

Постає питання, наскільки готові ЗСУ стриму- 
вати російських військових з огляду навіть на по- 
казники їхнього чисельного співвідношення. 

Експерт Центру глобальних відносин при 
Нью-Йоркському університеті Марк (Галеотті 
стверджує, що, за його оцінками, максималь- 
на кількість військових, яких Росія спроможна 
задіяти в іноземній військовій операції, перевищує 
кількість українських вдвічі. Цього може бути не- 
достатньо для того, щоб гарантувати їй перемогу. 

«Українські військові відійшли далеко від свого 
радянського коріння. Вони у гарному моральному 
стані й мають культуру служіння своїй державі», -- 
зауважує експерт. 

Українські військові довели це в Криму в умовах 
військової окупації. 

Управління преси та інформації Міноборони 
звернулося до громадян України з проханням 
підтримати українських військових морально та 
матеріально. | 

Передати слова підтримки їм можна, написавши 
листа на електронну адресу: psmodu@gmail.com 3 
приміткою «Лист підтримки», залишивши комен- 
тар або повідомлення на сторінках у соціальних 
мережах: 

https://www.facebook.com/theministryofdefence.ua 
ta https://vk.com/theministryofdefence. 

В Управлінні преси також оприлюднили 
банківські реквізити для перерахунку коштів 
українським військовим: 

СФ ППОКБ «Приватбанк», МФО 324935 

Отримувач: Благодійна організація 
відродження українського флоту» 

Код отримувача: ОКПО: 37636604 
Поточний рахунок 26000060489109 (у гривні) 
Поточний рахунок 26001054802650 (у доларах 

США) 

Поточний рахунок 26001054803455 (у євро) 
Призначення платежу: Благодійний внесок. 
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“Simply Luba” wins Kobzar 


Literary Award 


(UCFTS)—At a ceremony at the Palais Royale on 
March 5, 2014, the $25,000 Kobzar Literary Award 
was presented by the Shevchenko Foundation to 
Diane Flacks, playwright, in collaboration with And- 
rey Tarasiuk and Luba Goy for the play Luba, Simply 
Luba (Scirocco Drama, J. Shillngford Publishing Inc, 
2013) first staged at the Berkeley Street Theatre in the 
spring of 2012. 

“The play presents poignant moments of Luba 
Goy’s life, as an icon of comedy and Canadian en- 
tertainment. Goy’s views on Ukrainian and Canadian 
politics, her aspirations as a female Canadian actor, 
her views on motherhood, aging and meeting Viktor 
Yushchenko, president of an independent Ukraine, 
create a memorable and inspiring dramatic narrative,” 
says Andrij Hladyshevsky, president of the Shev- 
chenko Foundation. 

The Shevchenko Foundation created the biennial 
award in 2003 to celebrate outstanding contributions to 
Canadian literary arts on a Ukrainian Canadian theme 
in one of several genres: literary non-fiction, fiction, 
poetry, young readers’ literature, plays, screenplays 
and musicals. The other 2014 nominees included Erin 
Moure for The Unmemntioable (House of Anansi, 
2012); Michael Mucz for Baba’s Kitchen Memories 
(University of Alberta Press, 2012); Barbara Sapergia 
for Blood and Salt (Coteau Books, 2012) and Mar- 
sha Forchuk Skrypuch for Making Bombs For Hitler 
(Scholastic Canada Ltd., 2012). Each shortlisted au- 
thor received $1000.00. 

The adjudication panel of esteemed Canadian auth- 
ors Joe Kertes, Frances Папі, Annabel Lyon and Ol- 
ive Senior made their selection with criteria for best 
development of a Canadian Ukrainian theme with 
literary merit. It was a difficult decision—as Itani ob- 


served, “All of the nominated books met the criteria.” 

For Senior, the vibrancy of Flacks’ words stood out: 
““Tt was 50 alive, and I loved the combination of the 
contemporary and the past, and the way those were 
woven together into a narrative. It was striking all the 
way through.” 

As Joe Kertes put it, “We were looking for something 
that was original, something that would last. We wanted 
it to outlast a generation and be read in 50 years. So 
it had to be something fresh, original, and well-written, 
and that’s what [Luba, Simply Luba] was.” 

About the Winners: Diane Flacks is a writer/per- 
former in theatre, TV, radio and fiction. She won an 
Emmy award for writing for the Canadian TV ser- 
ies The Kids in the Hall and is a regular contributor 
to CBC Radio. Her book Bear With Me: What They 
Don’t Tell You About Pregnancy and New Mother- 
hood was published by McClelland & Stewart. 

Andrey Tarasiuk is acting Producer of Pleiades The- 
atre in Toronto, and previously spent 8 seasons at the 
Stratford Shakespeare Festival as artistic director and 
head of new play development. He initiated and pro- 
duced Toronto’s Dream in High Park, and he received 
the Derek F. Mitchell Artistic Award and the Tyrone 
Guthrie Award from the Stratford Shakespeare Festival. 

Luba Goy is an actor and comedienne best known 
as a member of the Royal Canadian Air Farce. She 
is a graduate of the National Theatre School of Can- 
ada, and previously appeared on stage at the Strat- 
ford Shakespeare Festival. During her time with the 
Royal Canadian Air Farce, Goy received the Gemini 
Humanitarian Award, the Governor General’s Per- 
forming Arts Award, two honorary Doctorates, 15 
ACTRA Awards, a Juno, a star on Canada’s Walk of 
Fame, and the Women in Film and Television Award. 


Universities build international 
electronic research bridge 


(CIUS)—EuroMaidan is a social and political phe- 
nomenon, which began in November 2013. Millions of 
Ukrainian citizens participated in demonstrations against 
their government’s refusal to sign a trade agreement 
with the European Union. Then they protested against 
dictatorship in favour of democratic civic standards. The 
Government’s use of lethal sniper fire against peaceful 
protestors resulted in political changes in Parliament that 
led to the President fleeing the country to escape being 
arrested. Subsequently Ukraine, with a new government, 
came under the threat of war. EuroMaidan has become 
an element in geo-political negotiations among the EU, 
USA and the Russian Federation. 

All of the above events deserve academic analy- 
sis and discussion. Five universities in Canada and 
Ukraine have announced the creation of a joint elec- 
tronic project called the Contemporary Ukraine Re- 
search Forum. The project was started in January by 
the University of Alberta, MacEwan University and 
Concordia University College in Edmonton and by the 
Ukrainian Catholic University and the National Uni- 
versity of Kyiv Mohyla Academy in Ukraine. Their 
joint research is inter-disciplinary and topics are seen 
through the lens of many disciplines, including social 
and political sciences, economics, media studies, reli- 
gion, folklore, and literature and linguistics. 


t 


The project has established both a web site http:// 
euromaidan-researchforum.ca and monthly- video- 
conferences between researchers in Canada and 
Ukraine. Other post-secondary institutions are invited 
to participate. Other topics will be added with time 
and alongside new participants. 

The project’s co-directors are Dr. Olenka Bi- 
lash from the University of Alberta and Dr. Roman 
Petryshyn of MacEwan University. Bilash says that 
“this is an experiment in using digital means to allow 
dozens of researchers to collaborate in both individ- 
ual and team projects in three languages — English, 
Ukrainian and Russian.” 

The project is funded by the Kule Institute of Ad- 
vanced Study (KIAS), the Canadian Institute of Ukrain- 
ian Studies (CIUS) both at the University of Alberta, the 
Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre (URDC) 
at MacEwan University, as well as the Alberta Founda- 
tion for Ukrainian Education Society (AFUES). 

The coordinator of the project is Oleksandr Pankie- 
iev who brings a strong background in historical stud- 
ies and journalism to the project. Petryshyn says that 
“this is the first time such an ambitious electronic net- 
work has been created among universities in Canada 
and Ukraine. Initial positive responses indicate that 
there will be more projects of this kind in the future.” 
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SUSK honours 


Ukraine’ 


Since late November, demon- 
strations at Kyiv’s Maidan have 
gripped all of Ukraine and the 
Ukrainian diaspora. The horrific 
state-sanctioned violence  wit- 
nessed last month. appalled and 
angered the world. Claiming the 
lives of some 80 people and injur- 
ing many others, the violence was 
the worst Ukraine has seen in its 
23 years as an independent nation. 
Following these events, Ukraine’s 
acting President, Oleksandr 
Turchynoy, called for national days 
of mourning. On February 22, the 
Ukrainian Parliament voted to dis- 
miss President Yanukovych, whose 
government bears responsibility 
for the murder of its own people. 
Last week, SUSK commemorated 
those who lost their lives and ex- 
pressed their continued support for 
Ukraine and its people. 

A rally in remembrance of 
Ukraine’s Maidan heroes was held 
in Toronto on February 23. Follow- 
ing a commemorative ceremony, 
various political representatives 
and community leaders shared their 
thoughts and support, including 
SUSK External Relations Director, 
Artem Chaplynsky: “The Maidan 
heroes should forever be inscribed 
in the names of our streets and 
squares, in monuments, and in his- 
tory books. We have much work 
ahead of us: we must stabilize the 
economy, reform the Constitution, 
and effectively lustrate the govern- 
ment, including the opposition. We 
will always remember the heroes 
of the "Небесна Сотня"? — they 
will always be in our hearts, be- 
cause heroes never die.” 

Today, flowers and candles of 
remembrance adorn the portraits 
of Maidan’s heroes in the streets 
of Kyiv. The Ukrainian Embassy 
in Ottawa also commemorated 
Ukraine’s losses with a Book of 
Condolences. On February 25, 
SUSK Past President Danylo 
Korbabicz visited the Ukrainian 
Ambassador, Vadym Prystaiko, 
and signed the Book on behalf 
of Ukrainian Canadian students. 


s heroes 


Christine Czoli 


Prystaiko thanked SUSK for shar- 
ing thoughts and prayers with the 
people of Ukraine. 

SUSK alumnus Olenka Reshit- 
nyk compiled a video message 
from over 200 people in the 


Ukrainian Canadian community in- 


support of the people in Ukraine. 
Its main message rings true — Can- 
ada supports Ukraine and together 
we are stronger. 

Recent events in Ukraine have 
also caught the attention of all Can- 
adians. Rec ently, SUSK President 
Christine Czoli was interviewed 
for a piece featured in the local 
newspaper. “Ukraine has a chance 


course of its own choosing,” said 
Czoli, adding that the country has 
tremendous resources, both human 
and natural, that it can draw upon. 
Ukrainians won’t be satisfied with 
superficial change, Czoli believes. 
“Theyre hardened into demanding 
what they feel should have hap- 
pened a long time ago.” 

SUSK urges Ukrainian Canadian 
students to continue to advocate for 
the people of Ukraine and their strug- 
gle for a better, democratic future. 
Ukzaine, we are with you! Україно, 
ми з вами! 

Christine Czoli, President 
Artem Chaplynsky, 
External Relations Director 
Danylo Korbabicz, Past 
President 


Canadians celebrate 200th 


Anniversary of Shevchenko’s birth 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) invites 
Ukrainian Canadians to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the birth of 
Taras Shevchenko, poet, painter and humanist, as we join the world in 
dedicating 2014 as the Year of Shevchenko. March 9th has been a spe- 
cial day of gathering and remembrance among Ukrainian’s for many 
decades, celebrating the birth of Ukraine’s bard recognized for his sig- 
nificant artistic work and contributions to the formation of a Ukrainian 
national identity. This year we invite our community to undertake com- 
memorate events and projects throughout this special bicentennial year. 

Few men have had a more profound impact on Ukraine than Taras Shey- 
chenko; his contributions are immeasurable. During the 47 years of his brief 
but relentless life, Shevchenko produced numerous poems and artworks, 
which are valued and respected by nations around the world. His most prom- 
inent work Zapovit (Testament) was translated into over 100 languages. And 
today as the citizens of Ukraine rise up in the name of democracy, freedom 
and their right to self-determination, the words of Taras Shevchenko remain 
close to their and our hearts. Shevchenko’s poetry contributed to the growth 
of Ukrainian national consciousness, and his influence on Ukrainian intel- 
lectual, literary, and national life is still felt to this day. 

As the entire year of 2014 will be devoted to the recognition of Taras 
Shevchenko, UCC encourages community organizations to remember 
the impact of Shevchenko’s work throughout the year and commemorate 
his life and legacy through art, word, and song. 

“We encourage our community, particularly our youth, to be involved 
in events remembering Shevchenko” says UCC President Paul Grod. 
“This year is about commemoration and continuing Shevchenko’s leg- 
acy by creating new works of art or written word about what this world- 
renowned poet means to us today.” 

We also invite you to share video vignettes and photographs of your 
events and activities on our special Facebook page at www.facebook. 
com/UCCShevchenko200. This site has been established to help pro- 
mote your events as well as share with communities around the world 
the activities of our Ukrainian Canadian community. 
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Чи залежить Крим 


Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

В України є важелі впливу на 
кримську економіку та забезпечення 
життєдіяльності півострова. Адже, крім 
субсидій до бюджету, більшу частину 
питної води та електроенергії півострів 
отримує з України. Щоправда, зараз за- 
провадження енергетичної чи водної бло- 
кади вдарить насамперед по пересічних 
мешканцях, а не по самопроголошеній 
владі Криму. Вирішальний вплив Україна 
має й на основний фактор кримської 
економіки - туризм. 

Понад 80% | питної | води Ta 
електроенергії Крим отримує з України. 
А витрати автономії більше ніж на по- 
ловину забезпечуються завдяки дотаціям 
із українського держбюджету. Якщо 
бюджетні субсидії Росія може без осо- 
бливих проблем взяти на себе, то опера- 
тивно забезпечити альтернативне водо- та 
електропостачання півострова Москва не 
спроможна. 

«Україна | в з такому  дражливому 
становищі. Хоча вона може повністю за- 
блокувати Крим, вона на це не йде і не 
йтиме, бо там тоді страждатимуть люди, 
а не окупанти», - каже народний депутат 
Мустафа Джемілєв. 

На його думку, Україна зараз має 
впливати на ситуацію дипломатично- 
військовими методами. 

«Здається, ми вже перейшли межу, коли 
достатньо одних дипломатичних заходів. 
Це такі речі, які варто обговорювати в Ге- 
неральному штабі», - зазначає Мустафа 
Джемілєв. 

Щоправда, у подальшому, у разі продо- 
вження окупації півострова, Україна змо- 
же поставити питання про тарифи на воду 


та електроенергію. 

«Крим значною мірою покриває власні 
потреби в газі за рахунок місцевого видо- 
бутку. А як вирішити ситуацію з водою? 
- А ніяк! Навіть за найгіршого розкладу 
Крим приречений отримувати воду за 
Північнокримським каналом. Росія має 
тоді опікуватися тим, як фінансувати цей 
обсяг води. Так само 1 з електроенергією», 
- каже перший заступник директора 
Національного інституту стратегічних 
досліджень Ярослав Жаліло. 

Один із найважливіших факторів 
кримської економіки - курортний се- 
зон. За даними головного управління 
Міндоходів 1 зборів у Криму, саме над- 
ходження від туризму формують лево- 
ву частку прибуткової частини бюджету 
автономії, багатьох міських та районних 
бюджетів. 

«Курортний сезон 2014 року, мож- 
ливо, вже зірваний. І це втрати не лише 
для бюджету автономії, а насамперед для 
пересічних громадян, які заробляють на 
туристах. Це той ризик, який перекрити 
неможливо за рахунок російських бюд- 
жетних коштів», - стверджує Ярослав 
Жаліло. 

За даними Міністерства туризму та 
курортів автономії, за минулий рік у Кри- 
му відпочило близько 6 мільйонів осіб, 
із яких 4 мільйони - громадяни України. 
Також важливим є той фактор, що 
більшість туристів дістається півострова 
залізницею, а сто відсотків залізничного 
сполучення із Кримом забезпечується че- 
рез територію України. Тож перспективи 
найближчого курортного сезону зале- 
жать саме від урегулювання ситуації між 
Сімферополем та Києвом. 


Стріляти у ворога я готова 
- жінка-доброволець 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

У перші дні, коли оголосили загаль- 
ну мобілізацію в Україні, у військові 
комісаріати Львова - прийшли тисячі 
львів'ян. Зараз уже немає такої масовості. 
Серед тих, хто хоче захищати свою дер- 
жаву, є не лише чоловіки, але й жінки. 

«Треба боятись не мертвих, а живих», — 
ці слова своєї бабусі Тетяна Турчина нині 
переосмислює по іншому, через призму 
кривавих подій, що відбулись упродовж 
останніх місяців в Україні. Потрібно боя- 
тись не смерті, а життя без майбутнього, 
без перспектив. 

«Я маю плани на життя, хочу чогось до- 
сягти, уже чогось досягла. Але в Україну 
можуть прийти люди, які не дадуть цього 
зробити, а співпраця з Росією - це крок 
назад, загарбання України Росією - це 
просто повернення в минуле. Обдумуючи 
для себе, я зрозуміла, що не боюсь іти во- 
ювати 1 ризикувати життям», — наголошує 
Тетяна Турчина. 

Без вагань одразу і записалась у 
військовому комісаріаті Львова добро- 
вольцем. Тетяна професійно займалась 
самбо і дзюдо, є майстром спорту, стри- 
бала з парашутом, любить екстремальні 
види спорту, для неї не страшні ані спека, 
ані мороз. Дівчина має навіть посвідчення 
мисливця. 

«Чи зможу я вистрілити в людину? 
Hi, не зможу, - зауважує вона. - Чи змо- 
жу вистрілити у ворога? Мабуть, так. Бо 
людина, яка прийшла завоювати, вона не 
буде рахуватись, чи це жінка, чи дити- 

на. Бо досвід воєн показує, що ворог не 
рахується ні з чим. Чи готова я захистити 
Україну, людей, які тут живуть, - я готова 
стріляти у ворога». 


Рідні i друзі здивовані, що Тетяна гото- 
ва йти добровольцем захищати країну, але 
вірять, що все мине, і це лише її вигадки, 
та й не розуміють, що розумній, успішній 
молодій людині робити у війську. 

«Одне, коли внутрішня боротьба у 
країні, а інше, коли приходить зовнішній 
загарбник. Бо здавши одну позицію, зав- 
тра заберуть наступну. Крим, думаю, буде 
лише перша сходинка, це дослідний май- 
данчик, мовляв, спробуємо, подивимось. 
Знаючи апетити Росії 1 досвід її поведінки 
на світовому просторі, це спроба - з'їмо 
Крим i підемо далі. Якби лише щодо 
Криму було питання чи Донецька, але 
вони не зупиняться на Україні. Це Європа 
розуміє. Це нагадує гітлерівські плани», - 
зауважує Тетяна Турчина. 

Тетяна Турчина має своє підприємство 
«Пар студію «Конквест», а коли почався 
Майдан, була його учасником у Львові. 
Як 1 більшість нині українців, вона ніколи 
не могла подумати, що житиме у час, коли 
буде небезпека війни, що вона вирішить 
стати добровольцем. Дівчина мріє жити у 
спокійній і стабільній країні, де б закони 
були однакові для усіх. 

«Мені хочеться мати дітей, але чи 
хочу зараз, я не впевнена, не хочу, щоб 
мої діти мали таке майбутнє, яке є зараз. 
Сподіваюсь, що це зміниться і буде ба- 
жання їх народжувати», - каже вона. 

Якщо доведеться йти добровольцем 
воювати за Україну, то Тетяна Турчина 
хотіла б потрапити у військово-десантні 
війська або  військово-морські сили. 
Насправді, розмовляючи з дівчиною, 
годі уявити, що невдовзі вона може одяг- 
нути військову форму... Але жити без 
перспектив, каже, ще страшніше. 
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. Кримських татар 
від решти України? | намагаються залякати 


(Радіо Свобода) -Кримськотатарське 
населення у центральному місті їхнього 
проживання в Криму - Бахчисараї - 
культурно-політичному центрі цього на- 
роду, ділиться своїм занепокоєнням щодо 
наростаючого тиску на людей з боку 
проросійських радикальних сил, котрі 
намагаються посіяти тут страх, щоб при- 
мусити кримських татар втікати з Кри- 
му, або ж провокувати їх на радикальні 
дії, щоб у відповідь можна було викори- 
стати російські війська для виправдан- 
ня військового придушення опору на 
півострові. 

48-річна  Нуріє, кримська  татарка, 
сиділа біля свого будинку в центрі Бах- 
чисарая опівдні у вівторок, 4 березня, 
коли група російськомовних прибула на 
автомобілях зі списками місцевих татар і 
почали відзначати будинки, де прожива- 
ють кримські татари, надряпаними на во- 
ротах дворів хрестиками. ; 

Сусідка Hypie, Asa, яка поверталася зі 
школи з семирічним сином, побачила, як 
ці чоловіки наблизилися й до її двору і 
погрожували їй палицями, тому вона схо- 
валася у дім. Чоловіки позначили хрести- 
ками ворота біля будинку Нуріє та Ави й 
інших татарських родин. 

«Моя сусідка, котра побачила їх, відразу 
ж злякалася і сховалася у будинку. Потім 
вона покликала мене. Ми побачили зовні 
мітки на наших дверях також. Ті люди 
пішли. Двері були подряпані мітками. 
Там також були значки, зроблені крей- 
дою. Ми спробували їх змити. Але под- 
ряпини залишилися», - розповіла Нуріє 
Радіо Свобода. 


Місцева міліція не хоче на це реагу- 
вати. Кримські татари кажуть, що їх все 
частіше залякують групи проросійських 
агресивних молодиків. Чимало з них 
пам'ятають, як у 1944 році сталінським 
режимом були виселені з Криму їхні ро- 
дини. Понад 200 тисяч кримських татар 
насильно відправили до Узбекистану i 
Сибіру. Половина з виселених загинули 
до кінця 1946 року. 

У середу, 5 березня, були зафіксовані 
напади російськомовних осіб у масках на 
будинки татар у Бахчисараї, коли напад- 
ники погрожували кримським татарам 
зброєю і змушували їх утікати з Криму. 

Наступного дня, після проголошен- 
ня парламентом Криму приєднання до 
Росії, групи російськомовних людей на 
автомобілях із номерам зі сходу України 
фотографували будинки кримських та- 
тар та залякували їх, якщо ті не покинуть 
край. 

Кримські татари фактично всі, а їх 
у Криму понад 12 відсотків, проти 
приєднання до Росії. Вони пояснюють 
це так: «Вони вислали нас одного разу. 
Вони також висилали чеченців 1 нас. Ми 
не віримо їм. Україна допомогла нам. 
Не дуже, але все ж допомогла. Ми не 
бажаємо до Росії, бо це поліцейська дер- 
жава. Влада, котра ухвалює приєднання 
до Росії не питаєні у кого згоди в Криму», 
- наголошує кримський татарин Якуб. 

Тим часом кримські татари самостійно 
організовують патрулювання своїх 
регіонів проживання і намагаються об- 
межити доступ збройних проросійських 
груп, які все більше шантажують Крим. 


«Кобзар» Тараса Шевченка без 
цензури вперше вийшов у Празі 


(Радіо Свобода) -Найчитаніша книжка 
найчитанішого українського поета — це 
безумовно «Кобзар» Тараса Шевченка. І 
нині, у 200-річний ювілей від народжен- 
ня Шевченка, його «Кобзар» залишається 
унікальним і невичерпним джерелом 
краси українського з слова, народної 
філософії, української історії. Перегорта- 
ючи сьогодні сторінки «Кобзаря», ми не 
замислюємось, яким складним був шлях 
цієї книжки до читача, скільки ревізорів в 
у Празі вдалось видати перше не цензуро- 
ване видання «Кобзаря». І було це... 138 
років тому. 

У 1876 році доля звела докупи трьох 
відомих українців. Це подружжя Олексан- 
дра та Софії Русових 1 Федір Вовк. Олек- 
сандр Русов - киянин, відомий учений- 
етнограф і громадський діяч, Софія Ру- 
сова була родом із Чернігівщини i при- 
святила своє життя педагогіці й жіночому 
руху. А полтавця Федора Вовка добре 
знали як відомого археолога і дослідника 
української народної творчості. У склад- 
них умовах Російської імперії, ризикуючи 
життям ці троє задумали видати «Коб- 
зар» Тараса Шевченка - без цензури, що 
в тодішніх умовах заборони українського 
слова було нереальним. 

Почали шукати видавця, обнадійливі 
вістки надійшли з чеської Праги. Було 
вирішено підготувати два видання — 
«Кобзар» без цензури, яким його прагнув 
бачити Шевченко, 1 друге видання (на 
всяк випадок) - для цензорів. За нелегку 
справу взявся Федір Вовк, це він пере- 
писав «Кобзаря» i повністю підготував 
книжку до друку. 

Відвезти «Кобзаря» до Праги за до- 
рученням «Київської громади» взялись 
Софія та Олександр Русови. Квітневими 
днями 1876 року вони прибули до цього 


міста. Хочеться думати, що їм тут було 
затишно, ласкаво світило весняне сонце і 
празький видавець обіцяв підтримку. 

Видавцем виявився відомий у Празі дру- 
кар Едвар Грегр, про його історичну роль 
пізніше згадував український бібліограф 
Петро Зленко так: «Едвар Грегр співчував 
виданню творів найбільшого українського 
поета і щоби обійти підозріння російських 
урядів згодився означити своє ім'я як ви- 
давця книги». 

Так наприкінці 1876 року у чеській 
Празі побачило світ перше нецензуро- 
ване видання Шевченкового «Кобзаря». 
На думку чеської україністки, викладача 
Карлового університету в Празі Терези 
Хланьової, ця подія однаково важлива і 
для українців, і для чехів. 

«Важливість події можемо розглядати 
з кута зору як українців, так i чехів, — 
каже вона. - З погляду України ця подія 
була важливою тому, що того самого 
року вийшов так званий «Емський» указ, 
який цілковито заборонив українську 
літературу. Тому празьке видання «Коб- 
заря» було підтримкою української 
літератури, про яку на «підросійських» 
землях України не було і мови. Крім цьо- 
го до празького «Кобзаря» увійшли до 
того часу не публіковані поезії, ті, які не 
проходили за цензурою. Якщо ж на це 
поглянути очима чехів, то «Кобзар», без 
сумніву, сприяв зростанню інтересу чехів 
до Шевченка». 

Так чеська Прага дала світові перше не- 
цензуроване видання Шевченкового «Коб- 
заря». А згодом з ініціативи Олександра 
Русова в тій самій празькій друкарні по- 
бачили світ поеми Шевченка «Княжна», 
«Варнак», «Неофіти», «Марія». Ці кни- 
жечки, а також унікальне празьке нецен- 
зуроване видання «Кобзаря» зберігаються 
у Слов'янській бібліотеці в Празі. 


Left to Right: Roman Shiyan, Volodymyr Kravchenko, Peter Sa 


varyn, Zenon Kohut, and Mykola Soroka. 


Peter and Olya Savaryn Award 
supports Ukrainian studies at CIUS 


(CIUS)—The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies (CIUS) at the University of Alberta, together 
with the Canadian Foundation for Ukrainian Studies 
(CFUS) and Peter Savaryn, a well-known Ukrainian- 
Canadian activist, are pleased to announce the launch 
of the Peter and Olya Savaryn Award. The award 15 in- 
tended to support a range of scholarly and educational 
projects at CIUS, such as providing grants to scholars, 
organizing public events, and supporting publications 
and translations in Ukrainian studies. The terms of 
reference were recently finalized, and all three parties 
have signed an agreement. CIUS will determine the 
allocation of the award, while CFUS will continue to 
manage the fund that generates income for it. The first 
award will be issued this spring. 

In 1996, CFUS created the Peter Savaryn Award for 
Contributions to the Development of Ukrainian Studies 
to honour Peter Savaryn for his many years of dedicated 
service and contributions to Ukrainian studies. In 1997, 
during the presentation of the award, Olya Savaryn gen- 
erously matched its value ($5,000) with a personal do- 
nation, and it was renamed accordingly. Since then, the 
principal of the fund has remained intact and has now 
generated an amount sufficient for an annual award. 

Peter and Olya Savaryn are well known in Canada 
for their generosity, initiatives, and dedicated com- 
munity work. Peter Savaryn was born in the village 
of Zubrets near Buchach in Ternopil oblast. He began 
his studies in Ukraine but was only able to complete 
them after the war in Germany. He arrived in Canada 
in 1949. Soon afterwards, he obtained a law degree at 
the U of A and had a professional career as a lawyer. 
He was active in such community organizations as the 
Ivan Franko School of Ukrainian Studies, Plast, the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, the Ukrainian Profes- 
sional and Business Club, the Multicultural Commit- 
tee of the UP&BC, the Alberta Ukrainian Commem- 
orative Society, St. Michael’s Nursing Home, and the 
Bishop Budka Charitable Society. Mr. Savaryn served 
five years as president of the World Congress of Free 
Ukrainians and is currently chair of the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society, Edmonton branch. He was one of 
the founders of the Canadian Foundation for Ukrainian 
Studies, serving as its president (1979-83) and then as 
a board member until 1997. 

Mr. Savaryn has also excelled in Canadian political, 
educational, and cultural life. He was instrumental in 
numerous election campaigns at the municipal, prov- 
incial, and federal levels. He served as president of 
the Progressive Conservative Party of Alberta, was a 
member of the U of A Board of Governors, and acted 


as a representative of the board in the Senate (1972- 
78). Later, Savaryn was chancellor of the U of A 
(1982-86) and subsequently served for twenty years 
?s chair of the Friends of the University of Alberta. 
In 1958, Mr. Savaryn was among those who inspired 
the provincial government to introduce Ukrainian lan- 
guage instruction in Alberta high schools and at the U 
of A. Permission alone was not sufficient, however. 
Mr. Savaryn recognized the need for textbooks and 
established Gateway Publishers to prepare learning 
materials in the Ukrainian language. In 1971 he was 
also one of those who inspired Prime Minister Tru- 
deau to proclaim Canada an officially multicultural 
nation. This proclamation led to the establishment of 
bilingual schools, the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Vil- 
lage at Elk Island Park, and CIUS at the U of A. It also 
motivated the erection of the world’s first memorial in 
honor of the victims of the Holodomor in front of the 
Edmonton city hall, as well as the establishment of St. 
Michael’s Long Term Care Centre, Verkhovyna. 

Olya Savaryn (née Kobzar Prystajecky) was born 
in 1930 in the village of Zhyznomyr near Buchach, 
Ternopil oblast. She began her studies in Ukraine, 
continued in Germany, and completed them in Al- 
berta. A graduate of Alberta College, she worked as a 
legal secretary in her husband’s office. She was active 
in the Ukrainian and Canadian communities, being in- 
volved in Plast (recipient of the St. George’s and Eter- 
nal Fire badges in silver) and the Ukrainian Catholic 
Women’s League of Canada (in charge of education 
and culture, honorary life member), and conducting 
a musical radio program for the League for 20 years. 
Mrs. Savaryn sang for 30 years in the Dnipro Choir, 
acted as secretary of the Alberta Ukrainian Commem- 
orative Society for 15 years, and served as secretary 
and president of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
Edmonton branch (recipient of the Shevchenko Medal 
and the Hetman Award from the Alberta Provincial 
Council of the UCC). She was also an active member 
of the Conservative Party of Alberta and Canada. Mrs. 
Savaryn accompanied and assisted her husband in his 
numerous projects and business trips. 

“Olya and I travelled everywhere together as an in- 
separable pair of horses,” writes Peter Savaryn in his 
memoirs, Z soboiu vzialy Ukrayinu (We Took Ukraine 
with Us, 2007). “We will rest in the other world. And life 
is 50 interesting!” The Peter and Olya Зауагуп Award is 
another accomplishment of this unique couple. It will 
serve the Ukrainian community in Canada and else- 
where and always remind us of the generosity, caring, 
and visionary mindset of its founders. 


Kyrgyzstan bucks Moscow 


(RFE/RL)—Kyrgyzstan’s Foreign Ministry says 
ousted Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych cannot 
be considered the legitimate leader of the country. 

In a statement issued March 11, the Foreign Ministry 
said the current crisis in Ukraine was caused by 
corruption and wrong decisions by the former authorities 
of that country when Yanukovych was president. 

“The only source of power in any country is its 
people, and a president who lost his people’s trust, who 
de facto lost his presidential authority and, moreover, 
who fled the country, cannot be legitimate,” the 


statement says. 

Yanukovych told journalists in Rostoy-on-Don, 
Russia, earlier on March 11 that he is Ukraine’s 
legitimate president. 

The statement also said that Kyrgyzstan is concerned 
over the current crisis in Ukraine and condemns any 
activities aimed at destabilizing the situation there. 

The statement from Kyrgyzstan is the first from 
a member of the Russia-led Commonwealth of 
Independent States that largely contradicts the 
Kremlin’s view of the situation. 
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Yulia Tymoshenko and Vitali Klitschko at the EPP Canaress in Dubie 


‘Putin will go as far as 
the West allows him to’ 


By Valentina Pop, EU Observer 

Despite their personal differences, Ukrainian opposition leaders Yulia 
Tymoshenko and Vitali Klitschko put up a united front at a meeting of 
centre-right EU leaders on March 6, warning the West against allowing 
Russia to invade their country. і 

“Putin will go as far as the Western world will allow him to,” Tymoshenko 
said in a speech at the Dublin congress of the European People’s Party. 

“If we allow Russia to hold a referendum under the barrel of Kalash- 
nikovs on the annexation of Crimea, we will lose stability throughout the 
whole world,” she said. 

Still in a frail state after more than two years in prison, Tymoshenko 
confirmed reports she will fly to Germany for medical treatment. 

In a wheelchair, she was accompanied on stage by her daughter, Eu- 
genia, who campaigned tirelessly for her mother’s release. They were 
both welcomed with standing ovations and flowers. 

The EPP has consistently pleaded for Tymoshenko’s release, with the 
party’s late chief, Hans Martens, a strong supporter of the Ukrainian pol- 
itician. : 

But other EPP leaders, notably Germany’s Angela Merkel, were con- 
cerned about giving Tymoshenko too much of a platform. The former 
prime minister is a polarising figure in Ukraine, after controversial gas 
deals with Russia’s Vladimir Putin. 

EUobserver has learned that Merkel insisted that other opposition fig- 
ures be invited to the EPP congress. Vitali Klitschko and Arsenyi Yatsen- 
iuk were added as speakers, although fhe latter was unable to make it to 
Dublin. 

Klitschko and Tymoshenko appeared together for press photos but 
chose to hold their press conferences separately. 

Of the two, Klitschko seemed more inclined to co-operate. 

“T have been working together with Tymoshenko’s party against the 
regime and I hope to do so in the future,” Klitschko said. 

He said that as a former boxer he “knows better than anyone: no fight, 
по win”. 

Ukraine will “defend itself’, he said, but not seek war with Russia. 

As for Tymoshenko, she mentioned no other opposition party and de- 
fended her relations with Putin during her time-as prime minister, but 
said she had no contact with him since being in jail. 

“T had to work with Putin when I was prime minister. I tried to build a 
relationship with Russia so Ukraine is not just a ‘little brother’,” she said 
during her press conference. 

As for future co-operation with Russia, Tymoshenko doubted there 
can be direct bilateral relations as long as they are “unequal” and Russia 
is in violation of international agreements regarding Ukraine’s territorial 
integrity. 

“Tf Russia is allowed to annex Crimea, the whole of Europe will be on 
the losers’ side. I will not accept a compromise at Ukraine’s expense, and 
that includes its territorial integrity,” she said. — 

According to Russian media reports, Tymoshenko allegedly struck a 
deal with Putin so he can keep Crimea, while she gets his endorsement 
for becoming prime minister after the May elections. 

Tymoshenko responded to this by saying: “Don’t watch Russian ТУ, 
don’t read Russian press, it’s full of anti-Ukrainian propaganda.” 

On recent remarks by Estonian foreign minister Urmas Paet (made in 
а leaked telephone call) that there was a “stronger understanding” among 


Maidan protesters that someone in the current interim government, and _ 


not ousted President Yanukovych, had hired snipers to shoot at civilians, 
Tymoshenko said she “fully supports an independent inquiry”. 
“Experts are already on the ground,” she added. 


Ex-governor of Kharkiv region detained 


(RFE/RL)—The former governor of Ukraine’s eastern region of 
Kharkiv has been arrested in Kyiv. 

Ukraine’s Prosecutor-General’s Office said on March 11 that Mykhaylo 
Dobkin was detained in Kyiv the previous day. 

Dobkin is suspected of violating the territorial integrity of the country 
and public calls to decentralize state power. 

Earlier this month, Dobkin, a member of the former ruling Party of 
Regions, announced plans to run for the presidency in a snap election 
called by the new authorities in Kyiv for the end of May. 

A decision was expected soon from Kyiv’s Shevchenkivskiy District 
Court on whether Dobkin would be held in pretrial detention. 

Members of the Party of Regions, formerly led by ousted President 
Viktor Yanukovych, called Dobkin’s detention politically motivated. 


By Robert Coalson 

(RFE/RL)—Getting the real story of what 
is going on in Ukraine is hard enough. And 
the Russian media seems intent on making it 
even harder. 

With Russian forces controlling Crimea and 
with Moscow contemplating further military 
action in Ukraine, Russian media and lead- 
ing political figures have been shrill in their 
denunciations of “fascists” in Kyiv and their 
claims of anti-Semitic incidents, of attacks 
on ethnic Russians in the eastern reaches of 
Ukraine, and of floods of beleaguered refugees 
streaming across the border into Russia. 

But much of this information is demon- 
strably false, emerging from unsourced 
media reports, then making its way into the 
statements of Russian politicians, and even 
into Western media reports. Events are echo- 
ing the 1997 U.S. film “Wag the Dog,” in 
which spin-doctors use the media to whip up 
support for a nonexistent war. 

“This is how wars get started. As they say, 
‘truth is the first casualty of war’ and we are 
really seeing that with the way Russia is hand- 
ling this,” says Catherine Fitzpatrick, a writer 
and translator who has been live-blogging 
events in Ukraine for Interpretermag.com. “I 
think they are really irresponsible. They are 
inciting a lot of hatred and whipping up a lot 
of panic. People in places like Kharkiv are 
watching Russian TV. They may be watching 
also local TV, but they are dependent on Rus- 
sian TV and a lot it is not checking out.” 

Fitzpatrick adds that everything from rea- 
sons cited by Russian lawmakers in author- 
izing President Vladimir Putin to use force to 
the justifications for it offered to the United 
- Nations Security Council by UN envoy Vitaly 
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Russia mounts blatant disinformation campaign 


Churkin, have been based on falsehoods. 

“The whole premise for the Federation 
Council’s agreement to give its authorization 
for the use of force and the whole premise 
being put forth in the UN by Ambassador 
Churkin is that they have to intervene to save 
and protect ethnic Russians and Russian 
speakers, who they fear are in danger,” she 
explains. “But they have based this whole 
premise on false contentions about attacks.” 

In his comments at the United Nations, 
Churkin also cited an alleged attack on the 
famous Monastery of the Caves in Kyiv that 
was widely reported in the Russian media. 
The monastery has said no such attack took 
place, and Fitzpatrick was “stunned” to hear 
Churkin citing the debunked report. 

Russian media also widely reported that 
more than 650,000 Ukrainians have crossed 
out of southeastern Ukraine into Russia 
since the beginning of the year. However, the 
UN’s High Commissioner on Refugees says 
it has seen no evidence of unusual migration 
on the border. 

Uksainian bloggers uncovered the fact 
that Russian media illustrated their reports 
with an undated photograph that was ас- 
tually taken at the Shehyni border crossing 
between Ukraine and Poland. 

Other stories have a basis in fact, but are 
unjustifiably spun by Russian media ac- 
counts. For instance, on the night of Febru- 
ary 27-28, unknown vandals defaced a syna- 
gogue in Simferopol. 

Russian media blankly reported this as an 
anti-Semitic attack by the ultranationalist 
Right Sector group, although Right Sector 
denied it and the local Jewish community 
leader Oleksandr Hendin told RFE/RL: “I 


Ukrainian Jews denounce Putin’s claims 


Open letter of Ukrainian Jews to Russian 
Federation President Vladimir Putin 

We are Jewish citizens of Ukraine: busi- 
nessmen, managers, public figures, scientists 
and scholars, artists and musicians. We are 
addressing you on behalf of the multi-na- 
tional people of Ukraine, Ukraine’s national 
minorities, and on behalf of the Jewish com- 
munity. 

You have stated that Russia wants to pro- 
tect the rights of the Russian-speaking cit- 
izens of the Crimea and all of Ukraine and 
that these rights have been trampled by the 
current Ukrainian government. Historically, 
Ukrainian Jews are also mostly Russian- 
speaking. Thus, our opinion on what is hap- 
pening carries no less weight than the opin- 
ion of those who advise and inform you. 

We are convinced that you are not easily 
fooled. This means that you must be con- 
sciously picking and choosing lies and slan- 
der from the entire body of information on 
Ukraine. And you know very well that Vic- 
tor Yanukovych’s statement used to describe 
the situation after the latest treaty had been 
signed - “...Kyiv is full of armed people 
who have begun to ransack buildings, places 
of worship, and churches. Innocent people 
are suffering. People are being robbed and 
killed in the streets...” —is simply a lie, from 
the first word to the very last. 

The Russian-speaking citizens of Ukraine 
are not being humiliated or discriminated 
against, their civil rights have not been in- 
fringed upon. Meanderings about “forced 
Ukrainization” and “bans on the Russian 
language” that have been so common in 
Russian media are on the heads of those 
who invented them. Your certainty about the 
growth of anti-Semitism in Ukraine, which 
you expressed at your press-conference, also 
does not correspond to the actual facts. Per- 
haps you got Ukraine confused with Russia, 

where Jewish organizations have noticed 
growth in anti-Semitic tendencies last year. 
Right now, after Ukraine has survived a dif- 
ficult political crisis, many of us have wound 
up on different sides of the barricades. The 
Jews of Ukraine, as all ethnic groups, are not 
absolutely unified in their opinion towards 
what is happening in the country. But we live 
in a democratic country and can afford a dif- 
ference of opinion. 

They have tried to scare us (and are con- 


tinuing their attempts) with “Bandera fol- 
lowers” and “Fascists” attempting to wrest 
away the helm of Ukrainian society, with 
imminent Jewish pogroms. Yes, we are well 
aware that the political opposition and the 
forces of social protests who have secured 
changes for the better are made up of dif- 
ferent groups. They include nationalistic 
groups, but even the most marginal do not 
dare show anti-Semitism or other xenophob- 
ic behavior. And we certainly know that our 
very few nationalists are well-controlled by 
civil society and the new Ukrainian govern- 
ment — which is more than can be said for the 
Russian neo-Nazis, who are encouraged by 
your security services. 

We have a great mutual understanding 
with the new government, and a partnership 
is in the works. There are quite a few nation- 
al minority representatives in the Cabinet of 
Ministers: the Minister of Internal Affairs 
is Armenian, the Vice Prime Minister is a 
Jew, two ministers are Russian. The newly- 
appointed governors of Ukraine’s region are 
also not exclusively Ukrainian. 

Unfortunately, we must admit that in re- 
cent days stability in our country has been 
threatened. And this threat is coming from 
the Russian government, namely — from 
you personally. It is your policy of inciting 
separatism and crude pressure placed on 
Ukraine that threatens us and all Ukrainian 
people, including those who live in Crimea 
and the Ukrainian South-East. South-eastern 
Ukrainians will soon see that for themselves. 

Vladimir Vladimirovich, we highly value 
your concern about the safety and rights of 
Ukzainian national minorities. But we do not 
wish to be “defended” by sundering Ukraine 
and annexing its territory. We decisively call 
for you not to intervene in internal Ukrainian 
affairs, to return the Russian armed forces to 
their normal fixed peacetime location, and to 
stop encouraging pro-Russian separatism. 

Vladimir Vladimirovich, we are quite ca- 
pable of protecting our rights in a construct- 
ive dialogue and in cooperation with the 
government and civil society of a sovereign, 
democratic, and united Ukraine. We strongly 
urge you not to destabilize the situation in 
our country and to stop your attempts of de- 
legitimizing the new Ukrainian government. 

Signed by a large number of prominent 
Ukrainian Jews 


don’t think it was Right Sector. I think some- 
one did this using their logo in order to de- 
stabilize Crimea.” 

Ukraine’s chief rabbi, Yakov Dov Bleich, 
said on March 4 that the main threat to 
Ukrainian Jews was “provocations” staged 
by Russia, saying its “the same way the 
Nazis did when they wanted to go into Aus- 
tria and [they] created provocations.” 

Ukrainian journalist Oleh Shynkarenko, 
who has written about the efforts of Russia’s 
“propaganda machine” for TheDailyBeast. 
com, tells RFE/RL that the campaign has two 
main purposes: “to provoke hatred toward 
Ukrainians to make Russia go to war with us” 
and to produce “justification for aggression,” 
such as that presented to the UN by Churkin. 

Shynkarenko names Russian television 
journalist Dmitry Kiselyoy, a rising star of 
Russian journalism who in December was 
named to head the Russian state media con- 
glomerate Rossia Segodnya, as “the most 
lying” of Russian journalists. Ukraine’s 
Commission on Journalism Ethics has filed 
a complaint with Moscow about Kiselyov’s 
inflammatory reports. 

Serhiy Balbeko is a 25-year-old journal- 
ist from Kharkiv who got fed up with the 
disinformation and created a website called 
Fake Control to fight back. “I got the idea 
to run this project with a few of my friends 
because we realized the amount of disinfor- 
mation that was coming from media, from 
social networks, from news and press and 
some others,” he explains. 

Fake Control was one of the first sites to 
debunk the Ukrainian refugees story and has 
recently debunked Russian media claims that 
Kyiv intends to jail people with Russian pass- 
ports and reports that a U.S. aircraft carrier is 
steaming to the Black Sea to attack Crimea. 

Balbeko says his group doesn’t use any 
special techniques to unmask the false re- 
ports. They merely examine photographs 
closely, use search engines to access pub- 
licly available information, and make phone 
calls. He sees what is going on as more than 
just unprofessional or jingoistic journalism. 
“T really feel there is some sort of campaign 
to show what is going on in Ukraine is an 
absolutely different way,” he says. 

Blogger Fitzpatrick says that the Russian 
media-spin machine has met with consider- 
able resistance from sites like Fake Con- 
trol and StopFake.org. “We’ve gotten to 
the point where they can orchestrate these 
planted rumors, but citizen journalists have 
gotten pretty savvy, so there is a kind of 
counternarrative where people, they film the 


busses with the Russian license plates, they 
film the troops that have the Russian arms 
that only Russian units have, and the story 
begins to unravel,” she says. “And, I don’t 
know, maybe that’s part of what is making 
the Kremlin propaganda mills work over- 
time and get even more bizarre. Because 
they are facing a pretty sturdy citizens’ jour- 
nalist corps.” 

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, 
in comments to Interfax on March 5, said 
that photographs of military vehicles in Cri- 
mea with Russian license plates were “com- 
plete crap” and a provocation. He repeated 
the official Russian position that Moscow 
does not know where the armed troops in 
Crimea have come from, even as Ukrainian 
journalists posted a video interview with a 
soldier who admitted he was in the Russian 
military and cited media reports as the rea- 
son for his presence in Ukraine. 

Some Ukrainians have countered the propa- 
ganda with humor, such as a widely circulated 
graphic showing a Russian-speaking woman 
who appeared in at least five different Russian 
media reports with various, differing identi- 
fication tags and a humorous video in which 
activists unsuccessfully hunt for fascist ultra- 
nationalists on the streets of Odesa. 

“The Kyiv Post” on March 5 published a 
list of the “Top 10 Kremlin myths and lies 
used to justify Russian invasion of Ukraine’s 
Crimea.” 

But such efforts may not be enough to 
counter the effects of the Russian media re- 
ports, Fitzpatrick says. Once a story is out 
there, it is often impossible to rein it back 
in. A pointed exchange on March 3 be- 
tween CNN correspondents Wolf Blitzer and 
Christiane Amanpour illustrates this point. 
Amanpour took Blitzer to task for citing 
without qualification Ambassador Churkin’s 
claims that “fascists and anti-Semites” were 
to blame for Ukraine’s unrest.- 

This, Russian sociologist Ley Gudkoy, 

director of the independent Levada Center, 
says, is a fundamental purpose of propa- 
ganda. “In propaganda it is very important to 
consider the effect of squeezing out alterna- 
tive versions of events, all alternative infor- 
mation. As a result, even people who don’t 
believe or who doubt the official informa- 
tion are not in a position to work with other 
points of view. And this is the foundation of 
propaganda.” 
RFE/RL’ Russian Service correspondent 
Yelena Fanailova contributed to this report 
from Moscow and Tom Balmforth contrib- 
uted from Simferopol 


EU offers 500 million euros 
of trade benefits to Kyiv 


(RFE/RL)—The European Commission 
has adopted a proposal to extend unilateral 
trade benefits to Ukraine worth nearly 500 
million euros a year. 

EU Commission President Jose Manuel 
Barroso said the move was “a concrete, tan- 
gible” measure of support for Ukraine after 
the ouster of President Viktor Yanukovych. 

Once member states and the European 
parliament have given their approval, the 
decision will unilaterally remove or reduce 
import duties on a wide range of agricultural 
and other goods. 

European Trade Commissioner Karel De 
Gucht said the tax breaks would run until at 
least November 1 this year, by which time 
the European Union expects to have signed a 
full free-trade agreement with Ukraine. 

“This unilateral system is not a substitute 
for the deep and comprehensive free trade- 
area that from the outset we have proposed 
to Ukraine. The EU-Ukraine complete trade 
deal is still the goal. In the medium and long 
term, only the compete trade deal will mod- 
ernize Ukraine’s economy, provide it with 
new lease of life and build the trade ties to 
Europe that offer a brighter economic and 
stable future for all Ukrainian,” Gucht said. 

Barroso said he hoped the measure could 
be implemented soon. 


«І strongly hope that the full legislative 
process can be concluded in time before the 
last plenary of the Europe Parliament (April) 
so that the measure can be enforced before 
June this year,” Barroso said. 

De Gucht explained the proposal includes 
safeguards to prevent “abuse from third 
countries.” 

“So we have of course included, as I have 
said, certain conditions to prevent abuse from 
third countries. So, if Russian products would 
come through Crimea to Europe, of course 
they would be excluded. But if they are prod- 
ucts from Crimea as such, they would benefit 
from cuts in tariffs,’ De Gucht said. 

The EU has already decided to “immedi- 
ately” sign the political chapters of an As- 
sociation Agreement with Ukraine, while 
also offering Kyiv an economic aid package 
worth $15 billion over the next few years, 
amid the standoff with Russia over Crimea. 

As well as seeking to prop up Ukraine’s 
economy, the EU is seeking to apply pres- 
sure on Moscow to withdraw forces from 
Crimea. 

The EU has already canceled negotiations 
with Moscow on visa cooperation and a new 
trade and investment pact. It is also prepar- 
ing targeted sanctions including asset freezes 
and travel bans. 
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Ukraine wins at least а medal | Valencia hold firm to 


every day at 


By Oleksandra Samoylenko, Olena Goncharova, 
Kyiv Post, March 11, 2014 

The Sochi Paralympics only recently started, on 
March 7, but Ukraine’s Paralympic team already has 
jumped to third place in the medal count. 

Russia, however, the host country, leads the way, 
with its athletes winning 34 medals in just four days. 

Ukraine’s team has medaled 11 times: three gold, 
three silver and five bronze medals. 

The Ukrainian team decided to participate in the 
games despite a proposed boycott over the invasion of 
Crimea by Russian troops. The boycott was backed by 
Valeriy Sushkevych, the president of Ukraine’s Para- 
lympic Committee. 

Twenty-two of Ukraine’s athletes did, however, boy- 
cott the opening ceremony on March 7. Only biathlete 
and flag bearer Mykhaylo Tkachenko participated. 

Shortly after the games began, biathlete Vitaliy 
Lukyanenko won the first gold medal for Ukraine in 
the men’s 7.5 kilometer sitting event. Rumors had it 
Russia’s President Vladimir Putin refused to congratu- 
late Lukyanenko, as he was 11 seconds faster than 


Olena Yurkovska 


Paralympics 


Vitaliy Lukyanenko 


Russian sportsman Mykola Polunin. 

Lukyanenko is among the most experienced 
Ukrainian Paralympic athletes. The Sochi Games are 
his fourth Paralympic games. 

On March 10, Lukyanenko raced to his second So- 
chi Paralympic gold, while Liudmyla Pavlenko added 
a gold medal to the Ukrainian count with a win in the 
women’s 12 kilometer cross-country sit-skiing event 
on Sunday. 

Another Ukrainian athlete, Olena Yurkovska, who 
won bronze in the women’s 6 kilometer sitting biath- 
lon on March 8, said she “devotes her first medal in 
Sochi to an independent Ukraine.” 

Ukraine skiier Yulia Batenkova won the second 
individual award of the competition, taking silver in 
the 15 kilometer ski marathon against sportsmen who 
were competing while standing. Batenkova had led 
the entire race until the last lap, when she began to 
lose speed, finishing 3.9 behind the winner, Sweden’s 
Helen Ripe. 

The silver was the second medal for Batenkoya at 
the Sochi Olympics. She already took bronze in the 6 
kalometer biathlon race. 

Biathlete Vitalty Lukyanenko who won the first gold 
medal for Ukraine in the men’s 7.5 kilometer sitting 
event. 


Ukraine find some cheer in 
victory over USA 


(The Guardian)—Ukraine’s national football team 
gave the troubled nation some sporting comfort with a 
2-0 friendly victory over the USA, March 6. 

But the result gave far less comfort to USA coach 
Jurgen Klinsmann and his World Cup-bound team. 

The game had been overshadowed by the turmoil in 
Ukraine and the game was shifted from Kharkiv to Cy- 
prus. 

Andriy Yarmolenko scored in the 12th minute and 
Marko Devic in the 68th as Ukraine exposed the ex- 
perimental American central defensive pairing of 
Oguchi Onyewu and Anthony Brooks. 

Ukraine coach Mykhailo Fomenko said: “Of course 
we do it for our supporters, for our country. I asked 
(the players) to make our people happy, we had to 
show that we’re all united.” 

US coach Jurgen Klinsmann added: “This whole 
build-up you feel for that country, you feel for that na- 
tion and there’s nothing more than wishing them well 
and to solve these issues peacefully, this is certainly 
what we wish them, what we pray for them.” 

Before kickoff, Ukraine players linked arms on 
shoulders during their national anthem and both teams 
bowed their heads for a moment’s silence for victims 
of the violence in Ukraine. A banner in the stands read 
“Ukraine is Undivided!” on the top and “One Country 
— One Team!” on the bottom. 

The crowd of 1,573 at Papadopoulos Stadium, which 
has a capacity of about 10,000, was so small that play- 
ers could be heard talking with each other during the 
game. Ukrainian fans sang their nation’s anthem in the 
final moments. 


“Our country is facing difficult times now, we must 
support our team and our country,” said Oleg Гуапоу- 
skyi a fan from Kiev currently residing in Larnaca. 
“Ukraine lives and will live. This friendly match is 
important for us to show the friendship between the 
US and Ukraine. The friendship between the two 
countries is more important than the score.” 

The opening goal came in the 12th minute when 
Andriy Yarmolenko pounced on a rebound after an 


initial shot by Denys Garmash was parried by goal- 


keeper Tim Howard. 

A speedy run down the middle by substitute Marko 
Devic in the 68th caught the US defense flatfooted and 
the Rubin Kazan forward scored at the second attempt 
when Howard again blocked the initial shot. 

Klinsmann said of a backline that was playing 
together for the first time: “It’s understandable that 
collectively, it’s not clicking, it would be half a mir- 
acle if we would click. It was difficult for a lot of play- 
ers to get into a rhythm.” 

Klinsmann said the game offered him the chance 
to glean valuable information about individual Euro- 
pean-based players and the team to better prepare for 
the World Cup in Brazil. 

“T think it would be totally wrong to criticize what 
went wrong,” he said. “It’s still a lot of work to be 
done and a lot to build on.” 

The Americans picked up their game in the second 
half and Alejandro Bedoya, Clint Dempsey and Sun- 
derland’s Jozy Altidore all came close to scoring. But 
few players will feel like they particularly advanced 
their World Cup prospects. 


end Dynamo hopes 


(UEFA)—Valencia CF will face PFC Ludogorets Razgrad in the 
UEFA Europa League round of 16 after a goalless draw was enough for 
the Spanish side to end FC Dynamo Kyiv’s tournament hopes, Feb. 27. 

Holding a 2-0 advantage from the previous week’s round of 32 first 
leg, Juan Antonio Pizzi’s team — now unbeaten in their last eight games 
—held the visitors at bay in the return at the Estadi de Mestalla to avenge ~ 
their away-goals elimination by the Ukrainian outfit in the 2008/09 
UEFA Cup. 

Dynamo started the game brightly but needed to be wary of the threat 
posed by their opponents on the counterattack. Oleh Blokhin’s ‘men 
probed through Miguel Veloso and the impressive Jeremain Lens but 
failed to find the early breakthrough. At the other end Valencia were 
forced to wait until the 20th minute for their first sight of goal — Daniel 
Parejo firing wide after some good combination play. 

As the match progressed, the 2004 trophy winners began to ate con- 
trol and went close to snatching the opener when Parejo’s free-kick 
found first-leg scorer Eduardo Vargas who headed into the side netting. 
The hosts continued to press and spurned another opportunity before the 
break with Vargas unable to capitalise after Dynamo goalkeeper Olex- 
andr Rybka parried Fede Cartabia’s initial effort. 

Valencia had never lost to Ukrainian opposition prior to this encoun- 
ter and seemed determined to maintain that record in the second per- 
iod, with Vargas shooting wide either side of two spurned Paco Alcacer 
attempts. Dynamo rallied, however, and rattled the crossbar through 
Veloso’s drive from distance in the 71st minute. Yevhen Khacheridi then 
flashed a header wide but that was as good as it got for the Kyiv club. 


Plzen undo Shakhtar 


(UEFA)—FC Viktoria Plzen are heading for the UEFA Europa League 
round of 16 after two first-half breaks undid FC Shakhtar Donetsk in 
Ukraine, Feb. 27. 

Having accounted for SSC Napoli at this stage last season, the Czech 
champions claimed an equally impressive round of 32 scalp in Donetsk, 
Daniel Kolat and Milan Petrzela scoring in the space of five minutes, 
before Plzen refused to buckle under sustained Shakhtar pressure. Luiz 
Adriano hit back for Shakhtar from close range on 88 minutes, but time 
had already run out for Mircea Lucescu’s side. 

After a decent start, Plzem were stretched more and more; Marian 
CiSovsky cut out one dangerous ball and intervened again to block an 
Ilsinho attempt. Kolai’s opener on 29 minutes was very much against 
the run of play. It took three Shakhtar players to dispossess Stanislav 
Tecl in the box, yet Kolar pounced as the ball came loose, beating Andriy 
Pyatoy with the help of a touch off а defender. 
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Wedding dinner theatre 
showcases Verkhovyna’s talents 


By Marco Levytsky 

The Verkhovyna Ensemble and Ukrainian Youth 
Association presented an exciting interactive din- 
ner theatre “My Big Fat Ukrainian Wedding” at the 
Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex in Edmonton, Feb. 
28 and March 1. 

Based on the hilarious film “My Big Fat Greek Wed- 
ding”, the production revolves around a Canadian of 
Scottish origin (Dr. Ian McEachern) marrying one of 
Ukrainian origin (Ksenia Chornenka), which means he 
will no choice, but to immerse himself in Ukrainian 
customs. The performance uses a tradition Ukrain- 
ian wedding as its framework to poke fun at various 
Ukrainian characteristics and nuances. 

The narrative is built around the speeches of the 
bridesmaid, best man, parents and the young couple — 
which bring to attention these characteristics. 

However, the standout was the tour de force of Ivan 
Fedyna and Nadia Sas as the Scottish parents, whose 


routine provided the biggest guffaws of the evening. 

The wedding framework also provided an oppor- 
tunity to showcase the many talents of the ensemble 
which includes both the Verkhovyna Choir and the 
Dnipro dancers. 

The dancers performed several numbers includ- 
ing the opening Pryvit a closing Hopak demonstrated 
their acrobatic skills and agility with striking preci- 
sion. 

The choir, which has grown considerably under the 
directorship of Orest Soltykevych also performed sev- 
eral numbers including a haunting version of Horila 
Sosna. 

All proceeds from the event support the Verkho- 
vyna Ensemble’s upcoming Summer tour of South 
America. 

The ensemble has shared its unique style of song 
and dance with audiences in Canada and around the 
world for over 50 years. 


Oligarch Firtash arrested in Vienna 


(RFE/RL)—Austrian police say they have arrested 
a 48-year-old Ukrainian oligarch who has long been 
wanted by U.S. authorities on suspicion of bribery and 
criminal conspiracy. 

The man was identified by Austrian government 
sources as Dmytro Firtash. 

He was taken into custody on the evening of March 
12 in Vienna without incident. 

Viennese police spokesman Mario Hejl confirmed 
the arrest of a Ukrainian businessman named “Dmytro 
F.,” but said police are not permitted to reveal his last 
name. 

“He is in the hands of the Austrian judiciary, in 
Vienna, in a relevant detention center,” Неї! said. “The 
rest will be decided by justice.” 

Hejl added that the detainee was arrested on the 
basis of a request from Washington. 

“We carried out this arrest for U.S. authorities,” he 
said. 

A Ukrainian Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
Ukraine’s embassy in Vienna had confirmed Firtash 
was arrested at the FBI’s request. 

He had been under investigation since 2006 by the 
FBI and is being held in Vienna pending extradition 
proceedings. 

Comment from the FBI or other U.S. officials was 
not immediately available. 

Firtash was not listed by the European Union among 
an original group of Ukrainians accused of misusing 
state funds and violating human rights during the 
Euromaidan antigovernment protests in Kyiv. 


Individuals named on that list had their assets fro- 
zen in a number of EU countries, including Austria. 

Firtash is one of Ukraine’s richest men and has 
close links to Russia. 

He made his money in the gas, chemicals, media, 
and banking sectors and was a key backer of recently 
ousted Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych. 

Firtash was one of the owners of RosUkrEnergo, a 
gas-trading company that served as the intermediary 
in gas dealings between Russia and Ukraine. 

He also controls much of the titanium business in 
Ukzaine. 

Firtash is considered to be one of the leading invest- 
ors in energy and chemicals in Eastern Europe. 

Within his Group DF company, he has business 
assets in Ukraine, Estonia, Tajikistan, Germany, Italy, 
Cyprus, Switzerland, Hungary, and Austria. 

Firtash was alleged to have given financial support 
to the political party of Ukrainian opposition leader 
Vitali Klitschko, a charge the former world boxing 
champion denied. 

Former Ukrainian Prime Minster Yulia Tymoshenko 
filed a lawsuit against Firtash and RosUkrEnergo in a 
New York court for “defrauding Ukraine’s citizenry by 
manipulating an arbitration hearing,” a reference to a 
2010 international arbitration ruling in Stockholm that 
ordered Ukrainian state energy company Naftogaz to 
pay RosUkrEnergo billions of dollars worth of oil. 

Firtash has also been accused of being involved in 
the jailing of Tymoshenko, who was released from 
prison last month. 


_ World Bank proposes $3B for Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—The World Bank says it is prepared to 
offer $3 billion to Ukraine this year to help it advance 
reforms and support crucial development projects. 

Bank President Jim Yong Kim said in Washington on 
July 10, “We are committed to supporting the people 
of Ukraine in these difficult times and very much hope 
that the situation in the country stabilizes soon.” 

The Bank said the Ukraine economy faces some ser- 
ious challenges that will require “urgent action in the short 
term”, as well as sustained reform over the longer term. 


It mentioned key priorities of restoring macro- 
economic stability, shoring up the country’s banks, 
reforms to the energy sector and “seriously tackling 
corruption.” 

The $3 billion for 2014 would be in addition to an 
ongoing multiyear Bank investment and guarantee 
program in Ukraine totaling about $3.7 billion that 
supports development of crucial infrastructure ser- 
vices including water supply, sanitation, power and 
roads. 
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Ukrainian flag at Calgary City Hall : 


Ukrainian flag flies 
at Calgary City 


By Halya Wilson, UCPBA Calgary 

On March 6 the Ukrainian Canadian Congress-Calgary Branch re- 
ceived an email from Tim Mowrey of the City Clerk’s Office that the 
City of Calgary had agreed to fly the Ukrainian flag for the duration of 
the Paralympic Games from March 7 - 16. We had asked for Sunday the 
9th on very short notice. It was arranged that our blue and yellow flag 
would fly with three other flags in front of City Hall. The original re- 
quest was raised during a City Council meeting by Dave Dormer, Civic 
Affairs Reporter for the Calgary Sun after Prime Minister Harper an- 
nounced the flag of Ukraine was flying on Tuesday (March 4) above 
the Canadian Parliament building in Ottawa. Canadian Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper’s official Twitter account read: “Ukrainian flag being 
proudly flown on Parliament Hill to demonstrate our solidarity with 
people of Ukraine”. 

After a very emotional, poignant concert organized by Calgary UCC 
in recognition of Taras Shevchenko’s 200th Anniversary of his birth at 
the Assumption Church Hall at 3pm on Sunday March 9th, many of 
the performers and guests drove down to City Hall prayed, sang and 
met with other Ukrainians to be in solidarity with our brothers and sis- 
ters in Ukraine. Elvyra Krausas brought greetings from the Lithuanian 
community, members of the Venezuelan community came in support 
of Ukraine, Rob Anders MP for Calgary West delivered most well-in- 
formed comments and greetings as did Merle Telesky of the Christian 
Evangelic Community who as a Calgarian contacted our UCC Calgary 
Facebook page and asked if he could help organize a rally. Several mem- 
bers of the Calgary YMCA who are in partnership with Lutsk, Ukraine 
have attended our prayer services, fundraisers, also holding their own 
attended Sunday in support of their friends in Ukraine. 

This our fourth rally was held in front of old City Hall, the first three 
being on Olympic Plaza where during the 1988 Winter Olympics youth 
from the World Wide Camp of the Ukrainian Youth Association CYM 
sang “Shche Ne Vmerla Ukraina” when a Ukrainian Athlete won a med- 
al for Soviet Ukraine during the Soviet anthem. For those of us who 
attended the Olympics it was heartwarming spot to gather. Please visit 
our Facebook page - Ukrainian Canadian Congress-Calgary Branch 
for more pictures and information. This media is spreading the word 
of not only what is happening in Ukraine but helping unite Ukrainians 
throughout the world. Our recent meeting appeared on 24th Kanal in 
Ukraine, the following day. 


